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To the Right Honewrablc 


RICHARD 


Earl of ANGLESEY. 


My LORD, 
YORAHERE is nothing 
chat reflects more 

Luſtre upon No- 
dility than Learn- 
3 ing, for which many of your 
1 Lordſhip s Anceſtors were high+ 
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DEDICATION. 
ly diſtinguiſhed, and in par- 
ticular, your Lordſhip's Grand- 
father, Arthur Earl of Angleſey, 
Lord Privy Seal in the Reign of 
King Charles II. to whoſe Wiſ- 
dom, Prudence and Courage, 
the Nation is indebted, for the 
Reſtoration of that Prince and 
the Royal Family, and with 
them, the Return of Learning, 
and the Re- cſtabliſhment of our 
Religion and Laws. His Addreſs 
and Penetration diſconcerted all 
the black and helliſh Deſigns 
that were carrying on between 
the Uſurper and the French | 
Court, againſt the Royal Houſe || 
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DEDICATION. 


of the Starts, which was a 


happy Earneſt of the Eminent 
Services he afterwards perform- 


ed in the Parliament that de- 
_ clared for the Reſtoration, be- 


ing Chairman of the Commit- 


tee that paved the Way for 


that ſurprizing Event: Nor is 


it poſſible for me to give a 
more ſincere Teſtimony of my 
profound Eſteem for yourLord- 


ſhip, than to with, you may 


imitate the Virtues of your II- 


luſtrious Anceſtor, to whom 


the Three Kingdoms are, in a 


great Meaſure, obliged for the 


they enjoy, and your 


Lord- 


DEDICATION. 
inip's good Senſe, ſprightly 


Genius and Aſſiduity in the 
Buſineſs of your Country, as 


well in Great. Britain as Tre-- 


land, give us room to hope 


your Lordſhip will be an Or- 


nament to both, and the wor- 
thy Repreſentative of ſuch a 


Nobleman. 
zen, 
My LORD, | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, - 


F- The AuTnor's PREFACE. 


Ew 45 HERE tis Renſon to believe, 


: well received by the Pubiick, as 
no Age was ever more curious 


in Reſearches of Antiquity, or more dili- 


gent in making pompous Colleitions, than 


the preſent ; and as this fs, perhaps, the 
firſt Eſſay upon the Subject, in our Language. 


Amongſt other Advantages that will re- 
"ſult from 12 Work, i! will be highly uſeful 
to ſuch Noblemen and G Gentlemen as viſit 
foreign Countries, by inſtrufting them in 
the Manner of peruſing whatever is curi- 
s in the Vatican, and other famuus Li- 
brartes. 

Here, likewiſe, the Authority of the 
moſt celebrated Works of the Ancients, is 


inveſtigated, through the various Stages and 


Viciſſitudes, io which they were no leſs fub- 
jefed than the Author, being ſometimes che- 
ri/hea, then perſecuted, after wards reſtored, 
or, if we may uſe the Expreſſion, raiſec 
from their Graves, where they remained in 
Obſeurity, above a Thouſand Tears: $o thai 


it me be at no Species of Hiſtory 


für- 


T the following Treatiſe will be 


PREFACE. 


furniſhes us with ſuch a Variety of inſtrue- 
tive and delightful Incidents, as that of 


Books and Libraries, which ſome of the re- 


notoned Princes and Sages of Antiquity va- 


lued at a higher Rate than any of therr 


olber Poſſeſſions. 
This Work has been collected from vari- 


ons Authors, and brought down to our 
Times; and foould it meet with the Appro- 
bation of the Publick, the Author will pro- 
ceed with the Libraries of theſe Kingdoms, 


which, for Number, Splendor and Mag- 
mficence, are not inferior to thoſe of old 


Greece or Rome, even in the Meridian 
of their Glory. 


Private Libraries change Maſters 5 of. 
ten, that it has been thought ſufficient io 
name the firſt Collectors; and it is furpre- 


fing, that Men of Letters and Fortune 


would expend exorbitant Sums in elit 


Collections, and abandon them, upon their 
Death. to the Mer cy of Auctioneers or 
Brokers, 


Aud in order 10 render this J reatih 


more compleat, and nſeful, the Author bas 


given neceſſary Inſtruttions, as well for the 


Choice of Books, as for ranging them in the 


miſt advantageous Order, 
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I Critical and Hiftorical 


ACC O . N T 
Foreign Libraries Oc. 


EN 
Of the HEBREW LIBRARIES. 


& T has been the Opinion 
of fomc Authors, that 
(2 the Hebrews had no Li. 
4 | braries, and that they 
F| were leſs affiduous in cultivating Let- 
B ter- 
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r ; 
ters, than the Pagan Nations, with 
whom God had enjoined them to 
have no Commerce. 

Others again, are of contrary Sen- | 
timents, and would perſwade us, that 
Arts and Sciences ow'd their Origi- 
nal to the Hebrews ; and tis, indeed, 
highly probable, they were the firſt 
Founders of Libraries; but tis diffi- 
cult to trace, either the Books, or 
the Authors; all we can conjecture 
is, that as Adam was bleſſed with I 

the moſt extenſive Knowledge, it is | 
reaſonable to imagine, he was nota | 
little diligent to have it tranſmitred | 
to his Poſteriry ; but all Authors a- 
gree, that he left nothing in Wri- | 
ting; having communicated his 
Knowledge by verbal Inſtruction, 
which was afterwards call'd Traditi- 
on, and continued, according to 
ſome, from Father to Son, to the 
Time of Abraham, and in the Opi- 
nion 
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nion of others, to * of Mofes, 
when Books firſt appearcd in che 
World. 

Foſephus, indeed, tells us, in his 
Ant iquities,that Seth, one of Adam's 
Sons, had learnt from his Father, 
that the World would be twice de- 


ſtroy'd ; firſt by Watcr, afterwards by 


Fire, and that he had raiſed two Pil- 
Jars, upon each of which, he had en- 
grayed the whole Sum of his Know- 
ledge, in order to preſerve it from 
thoſe univerſal Calamities: He al- 
ledges that as the Motive, which in- 
duced Seth to crect one of thoſe Pil- 
lars with Stone, as beſt adapted for 
reſiſting the Violence of Water, and 
the other with Brick, as fitteſt to bear 


the Rage of Firc. 


All this is, however, very uncer- 
tain, and the World will ſcarcely be- 
lieve it from any Author, except one 
who lived at that Time. 

1 B 2 But 


[4:) 


But granting it were true, we muſt 


then conclude, that Serb was inſtruct- 
ed by his Father in the Art of Wri- 


ting, and conſequently, that the 


Original of Books is to be referr'd 


to that Period of Time: It is true, 
there were certain Hereticks called 
| $Sethiant from that Patriarch, who 
| boaſted they had his Books, and that 
they founded their Doctrine upen 


them. bY 
We are likewiſe inform'd by ſome 
Authors, that Enoch left all his Pro- 


phecies in Writing, and ſome ven- 
ture even to affirm, that the Book of 


that Patriarch contain'd four thouſand 
Lines; but I don't pretend to deter- 


mine the Controverſy: However, 


there is more room to challenge the 


Veracity of this Relation, than to 
ſupport it. Tertullian, indeed, in 
his Treatiſe De habitu mulierum, 
places that Book of Enoch amongſt 


the 
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„ b 5 
the Canonical, and it is mention'd 
in the Epiſtle of St. Jude; but 


St. Jerome and St. Auguſtin look 


upon it as Apocrypha. I am well 
apprized that William Poſtellus va- 
lued himſelf, not a little, upon com- 
piling his Work De Originibus, from 
that Book, and there, he tells us, he 
diſcover'd all the Myſteries of the 

Religion of the Oriental Nations 
from the Writings of Enoch and 

Noah. 

But I muſt take the Liberty to fay, 
Poſtellus was a very whimſical Wri- 
ter, and that his Lucubrations are ſo 
repleniſhed with Chimeras and Ab- 
ſurdities, that a Man muſt be infa- 
tuated who would give them any Cre- 
dit; and indeed, he ſeems to pleaſe 
himſelf with impoſing upon the 
World, when he aſſures us, that du- 
ring his Abode at Rome, an Ethia- 
pla Prieſt had explain d to him, the 
B 3 Ordet 
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Order and Subject of Enoc ls Book, 


and that it was receiv'd, as Canoni- 


cal, in the Church of the Queen of 
Haba: But were it even truc, that 


the Ethiopian had given him ſuch 
Information, we muſt conclude, it 
was with no other View, than to 
laugh at his Credulity. Some like- 


wiſe would father a Mathematical 
Treatiſe upon Enoch, by which he 
acquired the Reputation of a Man 


of great Learning; but we have no 


better Teftimonics of the Exiſtence 


of this Book, than the others. 
Some Ages ago, there was an an- 


cient Manuſcript handed about, un- 


der the Title of The Teſtament of 
the Twelve Patriarchs, which, ac- 


cording to ſome, had been compoſed 
before Moſes's Time: but it is look'd 


upon as Apocrypha ; as is that which 
the Fews aſcribe to Abraham, and 


call, The Book of the Creation ; 


where 
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where they tell us, that that Patri- 


arch, in a few Words, explains the 
Principles of the Cabala, with the 


Manner of repreſcnting the ineffable 


Name of God, by which Abraham 
perform'd ſo many Miracles. We 
have likewiſe Jacob's Teſtament, of 
which ſome would have 70 to be 
the Author: But Pope Celaſius con- 
demn'd it as ſpurious, with the Work 


called Jacob's Ladder, which was 
highly eſteem'd by the Heretic ks call- 


ed Ehionites. \ 175 | 
Moſes ſeems to inſinuate, there 
were Books before his Time; for in 
the 21ſt Chapter of Numbers, he 
mentions a Book of the Wars of the 
Lord; but moſt of the Fews are of 
Opinion, that That was che lame 
Book of Numbers : And the Reaſon 
they aſſign for it is, that the ſame 


Hebrew Word imports a Book, as 


well as Number, according to the 
Inter» 


6E 
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by rhe Miniſtry of the Hebrews. 1 


Books ſuppoſed to be wrote before 


ſome have placed the Book of 7ob 


——— 


0 . 
Interpreters: And that the Book of 
Numbers was fo called, as contain- 
ing the Number of the Lord's Wars, 


know very well, there are many 
other learned Opinions, that there 
were no Books before Moſes; and 
without diſcuſſing the Point any fur- 
ther at preſent, the Argument J ad- 
vanced before, on the tame Side of 
the Queſtion, ſeems to me to be te 
moſt probable of all, | 

We have an Account of {ome eee 


Moſes's Time: Amongſt the reſt, 
the Hiſtory of Sephora, Wife of 
that divine Law-giver, which is men- 
tion'd by oſephus; and the Book 
of Fannes and Fambres, Who were 
Chiefs of Pharaoh's Magicians : And 


in the Number of. theſe ancient 
VWrirings 


But 


C93 
But all theſe Works are founded 
only upon Suppoſition, or uncertain 
Relation, if Credit may be given 
to a great many celebrated Authors, 
who have examined the Affair With 
the greateſt Care and Delicacy, and 


are unanimous that there was no- 


thing in Writing before Mo/es, ail 
Knowledge and Science having been 
communicated by Tradition only 
before that Period. 

Hence we may conclude, that, as 
there were no Books before the 
Time of that Prophet, ſo there could 
be no Libraries amongſt the Hebrews 
till after his Death, when his Books 
were preſery'd with a religious Care, 
and in Proceſs of Time, ſeveral o- 
ther Works were added to them. 

The Books of that Nation may 
be divided into two Claſles, the one 

Sacred, the other Prophane : The 
Object of the firſt was Religion on- 


ly, 


10.0 

„ ly, and of the other, Natural Phi- 
= lophy, and Civil or Political Learn- 

* ing. N 
138 I!he firſt were preſery'd aber in 
publick Places, or in Private: By 
publick Places, we muſt under- 
{tand every Synagogue, particularly 
the Temple of Jeruſalom, where 
were kept, with the greateſt Careand 
| Vigilance, the holy Tables of Stone, 
| upon which God was pleaſed to 
write the Ten Commandments with 
his own Hand, and which he ordered 
Moſes, upon Mount Horeb, to de- 
poſite in the Ark of the Covenant. 

I could here make a great many 
curious Obſeryations upon the Tables 
and the Ark; but I was apprehen- 
ſive ſuch a Deſign would draw out 
into too much Length, and engage 
me to take in many different Sub- 
jects, each of which would require 
a particular Diſſertation; fo that! 

maſt 
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L 41 1 
muſt then have fallen into one of 
theſe Inconveniencics; that is, to 
fatigue the Reader with a tedious 
Lecture, or to treat the Matter inac- 
curately, which, in my Opinion, 
would be laviſhing away Time. 
But to return to our Subject: Be- 
ſides the Tables of the Law, the 
Books of Moſes and the Prophets 
were kept in the moſt ſecret Part of 
the Sanctuary; and we muſt obſerve, 
that as the High Prieſt only had the 
Privilege to enter that holy Place, 
and that but once a Year, thoſe Sa- 
cred Books were guarded againlt Cor- 
ruption or Intcrpolations, no one 
being permitted either to read, or 
to touch them. 


It muſt likewiſe be obſerv'd, the 
Books of Moſes were the Touch- 
itone by which others were try'd and 
examin'd. This indeed was foretold 
by that Divine Legiſlator, in the 3 2d 

Chapter 


— — —_ 
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1 

Chapter of Deuteronomy, where he 
order d the Levites to place his 
Books within che Ark of the Cove- 
nant, that they might be a Teſtimo- 
ny againſt them, and their Succeſſors, 
in caſe they ſhould fail in their Duty. 
Some are of Opinion, that when 
Moſes was drawing near Death, he 
order'd twelve Copies of the Law to 
be made, which he diſtributed amongſt 
the twelve Tribes; but Maimonides 


aſſures us, that he commanded thir- 
teen Copies to be wrote; that is, twelve 


for the twelve Tribes, and one for 
the Levites, pronouncing theſe Words 


at the Time of diſtributing them; 


Receive theBook of the Law, which 
God himſelf hath given tous. There 
js a great Diſpute amoneit the Inter- 


preters, whether that Sacred Volume 


was depoſited in the Ark with the 


"Tables of Stone, or in a little Ca- 


binet apart, 
Be 
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135 
Be that as it will, Joſhua wrote 


2 Book which he afterwards added 


ro Moſes s x. All the Prophets, by 


God's Command, made Tranicripts 


of their Sermons and Exhortations, 
as may be obſerv'd in the 1 5th Chap- 


ter of Jeremiah, and ſeveral other 


Places of Scripture 3 which Sermons 
and Exhortations were likewiſe kept 
in the Temple, for the Edification 
of Poſterity. 

All thoſe Works orvolid's a very 
be Library, but much more 
valuable, through their intrinſick 
Merit, than their Number. 

This is all that can be offer'd con- 


cerning the ſacred Library kept in the 
= 7cnple; but we muſt obſerve, that 


after the Return of the ers from 
che Captivity, Nehemiah collected 
the Books of Moſes, thoſe of Kings, 
and rhe Prophets, of which he form d 


T Toſh. xiv. 


C e 


E14 


A Library, and, tis probable, he was 


aſliſted by E {dras, who, in the Opi- 
nion of ſome, reſtored the Penta- 


euch, and all the ancient Scriptures, 


after the Babylonians had taken Je- 
ruſalem, burnt the Temple, ande 
It, all the Library. 

Whether chis Opinion be well 


grounded or not, 1 will not take up- 


on me to determine ; but thus is cer- 
tain, that the Point is much con- 


teſted, and that tis nor caly to clear 


p the Ditticulty. 
That Library, according to ſome 


Authors, was re- eſtabliſhed by Judas 


Maccabeus, after the greateſt part 
had been burnt by Antiochus, as 
may be obſerved in the firſt Chapter 


of the firſt Book of the Maccabecs; 


and though we ſhould grant it ſub. 
{iſted 'till the Deſtruction of the ſe- 


cond Temple, yer we have no . 


Lainty as to the Place where it was 
depoſ ted 


T3 3 
depoſited 3 but it is probable it had 
the ſame Fate with the City: For 


though Rabbi Benſamin affirms the 
Tomb of the Prophet E gekzel, with 
the Library of the firſt and ſecond 


Temples, were to be ſeen in his Time, 
at a Place on the Banks of the River 
Euphrates, yet M. Weſſel of Gro- 
ningen, and many other Perſons of 
Reputation, who travell'd on pur- 
pole to Meſopotamia, to ee that 


Tomb, have unanimouſly declared, . 
there was not the leaſt Colour of | 


Truth for Rabbi Benfamin Relati- 
on, there being no ſuch Tomb or 
Library to be found in that Country, 
My Fourney was in vain, ſays 
M. Weſſel, ſince the Jews would 
gal her loſe all their Books than read 

what they were not inclnable ts 


confels. 


Now, beſides this great Library, 


which was religiouſly kept | in "the 


Siem 4 ae Ie" — 
_ 8 


lickly in the Libraries, and the 
Miſpna, or Tradition, was taught in 


ber ias, ſo call'd by Herod, in Honour 
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[48 3 
Temple, there was one in every 
Synagogue *, Authors being, almoſt. 
unanimous, that the Academy of 
Jeruſalem contain d 450 Synagogues 


Colleges, each of which had a 
Library and an Appartmenr for teach- 
ing. The Scriptures were read pub- 


the Place called The Honfe of Do- 
Grime. The moſt conſiderable of 


all the Synagogues was that of T7 


to the Emperor of that Name. 

It is 3 the Sciences flouriſh'd 
in thoſe Synagogues till St. Ferome's 
Time; that is, for the ſpace of four 
bundred and twenty Yeats after our 
Saviour: And che fame Father ac- 
knowledges in his Preface to his An- 
notations upon the Chronicles, that 
a Doctor of the Law who had, then, 


been 
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iſh 
been in great Reputation with the 


eus, had given him very profita- 


ble Inſtructions in one of their Col- 


leges; by which he had received 
ſuch Lights as were very uſeful to 


him in interpreting that Book. 


It has been a Subject of Contro- 
verſy amongſt the Curious, whether 
this City of Tzberias was the Place 
of Reſidence of the Mazoreths, who 
finiſhed the Talmud, and added che 


Accents and Vowel-points to the 


FHlobrewy Text, and were the Authors 


of the Mazora; and it muſt be al- 


 low'd there is ſome Difficulty in the. 


Affair. | 
_ Beſides theſe publick Libraries 
Which were kept in the Temple and 


o nagogues, there were other ſacred 
Libraries that were private, Every. 
Je had one, being obliged to have 
the Books that concerned Religion, 


C 3 and 


. 18 J 
and even a Copy of che Law wrote 
wich his own Hand. 

It were eaſy to make ſome curſo- 
ry Remarks, which would, perhaps, 
ſeem not a little carious, upon their 
Manner of writing, and the Ceremo- 
nies obſerv'd about it; but I chuſe to 
wave it, not only as 'tis foreign to 
my Deſign, but likewiſe, in regard 
others have wrote copiouſly upon 
that Subject: Nor is it neceſſary to 
enter upon a tedious Diſſertation of 
their Prophane or Civil Libraries, 
which were Publick or Private: The 
former were likewiſe kept in the 
Temple, or in the Synagogues, and 
were compoſed of Books that treated 
of various Subjects; amongſt others, 
_ thoſe that comprized the Maxims and 

Conſtitutions of the Hebrew Com- 
mon-wealth, which were wrote by 
Samuel, when he anointed Saul, and 
placed by him as a facred Depo/e. 
OT [um 


+ laid to have been fix d tothe Portico | 
3 of 
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tum before the Lord, as is mention'd 
in the firſt Book of that Prophet. 


I bere were, beſides, ſeveral other 


Books in thoſe Librarics, Which are 
mention'd in the Scriptures, but have 
been loſt, particularly The Book of 
Right mention'd in the roth Chap- 


ter of Foſhua, and which ſome Au- 
| thors have placed amongſt the Sa- 


cred Poems : The Book of the Chro- 
uicles of the Kings of Media and 
Perſia, mention'd in the roth Chap- 
ter of Eſther: To theſe we may 
24d ſeveral Books of King Salomon, 


which are not tranſmitted to us; as, 


The Book of the Naturs and Pro- 
perties of Animals, the Book of- 
Plants and precious Stones, which, 


according to ſome Authors, was de- 
liver'd by Alexander to Ariſtotles 


when he took Poſſeſſion of Feruſa- 
fem. The Book of Remedjes, which 


7 80-1 
| of the Temple, and was taken away 
by the Command of Ezekiel, in re- 
1: | gard the People, for whom it was 
08 at firſt intended, placed more Confi- 
1 dence in it, for healing Diſtempers, 
chan in God himſelf, The Book of 
Magic, and that Which treated of 
The Manner of invoking $ PIrits,were 
wrote by Solomon, according to ſome 
Authors; but there is ſome Reaſon 
to doubr of ir. | 
It muſt likewiſe be obſervd, 
that there was in each Synagogue a. 
_  publick Book, in which were wrote 
the Names of all the Tribes, and the 
Parents of the Infants that were cir- 
cumciſed, with the Year, Month, 
and Day of the Ceremony, in order 
to certify the Age and Family upon 
Occaſion, Which is Kill practiſed a- 
mongſt Chriſtians that are baptized. 
There was a great Number of other 


1 Books, but it would be redious to 
Il ODE _exlkiiber 
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exhibit a Catalogue of them; and ! 
flatter myſelf, enough has been ſaid 
to give a general Notion of the Jer. 


iſb Libraries, as well Civil as Nelisi. 


us. 


We might, . take notice of 


their famous Academies, where chere 
were fine Libraries: They had like- 
wite ſeveral Cities that were much 


cclebrated for Learning; amongſt 


athers, that mention'd by Joſhua, 
called The City of Letters, by way 
of Pre-eminence, the Sciences having 


been very much cultivated in it. The 


Scripture tells us, it was ſituated up- 
on the Confines of the Tribe of 7 
dah. It was, probably, the renowu- 
ed Cariatſepher, of which a Num- 
ber of Miracles is related : And 'tis 


likely there might be a magni- 


cent Library in It. 
| pals over in Silence thoſe Libra- 


les VMhich the Jews may have found- 
4 
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ed for ſome Ages paſt; 
to ſay, that as they were diſperſed 
over all Parts of the World, and di- 


vided into ſeveral Sects, of whom 


the Caraztes are the molt learned. 
All they could do, was to preſerve th 


Books concerning Religion, which 


are now compoſed of nothing but 
Dreams and Mhimſies of their Ca. 
bala and Talmud; and thoſe which 


contain the Conſtitutions of the Sy- 
nagogue, with the Confirmation o 


their Kings: But we muſt obſerve in 
the firſt Place, thoſe Books being ful! 
of Blaſphemies againſt the Goſpel 

were condemned by the Univerſity 
of Paris, and by two Popes: And 
Secondly, that by a Brief of one . 
thoſe Popes, there were above 12005 
Hebrew Volumes burnt at Cremona 
the Loſs of which being mach re- 


gretted by Calatimi, drew upon hin 


the juſt Cenſures of all Chriſtians. 
CHAP 
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CHAP. Us: 


Of the Libraries of the Chaldeans, 


Egyptians, Phenicians, aud Arr 
bians. | 


| Diſcourſe, we mult treat 
next of the Collections of 
the Chaldeans and Egyp- 


{/ans, they being, probably, the firſt. 
whom the Jes inſtructed in the Sci- 


ences,as they were neareſt Tudea To' 


them we ſhall j join the HPhenicians and 


Arabians. 


lt is certain that Leatning Was in 
nigh Eſteem in all thoſe Nations, 
cipecially the Egyptians, who, in 
che Opinion of ſome Authors, have 
been look'd upon as the moſt learn. 
People in the World, as well in 
the 
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che Pagan Theology, as in Phyſic: 


and Natural Philoſophy, 


This makes it probable, that their 
great Love for Letters produced abur 
dance of learned Works amongſt 


them, and that their Virtuoſi had 


made large Collections of Books. 
We have no Authors that menti- 

on the Libraries of CHaldea All 

that can be ſaid of them is, tha 


there were great numbers of lcarned 
Men in that Country, who, accord- 


ing to the Report of ſeveral Writers, 
compoſed many Works of great 
Erudition. he 
Amongſt others we muſt reckon 
ZLoroaſter, ſo famous for his Skill in 
Magic. Hermippus, who wrotc 
upon the ſame Subject, aſſures us tha: 
Zoroaſter wrote a Poem of two 
Millions of Verſes: Nor muſt we fol. 


get Dardanus the Phyſician, whoſe 


Works 


5 . : 
Works were found in his Tomb by 
Democritus, and by him publiſhed. 
Of rhis Country likewiſe was 
 Bileamus the Prophet, who was de- 
ſcended from Nachor, Brother to 
Abraham, and probably reduced to 
Writing all his Prophecies, which are 
mentioned by Moſes. Euſebius tells 
by in his Work De Preparatione 
Evangelica,that the Phenicians were 
very curious in collecting Books; 
but the greateſt and beſt-choſe I- 
braries were thoſe of the Eg yptians, 
who excell'd other Nations as well 
in Learning as in Libraries. 
According to ſeveral Authors, the 
rſt who founded a Library in Z t 
was Symandus,Succellor to'Prothens, 
in that Kingdom, and Cotemporary 
with Priam King of Troy. Pierius 
tells us, that Prince was ſo much in 
ove with Study, that he collected a 
mag⸗- 
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1 magnificent Library, in the Fron- 


ittfpiecce of which, there was this In- 
ſcription, Anim! Pabulum, The 


Nouriſhment of the Soul, to ſignity 
that as Viands nouriſh the Body, ſo 
1 Learning nouriſhes the Soul. Djo- 
1605 dorus Hiculuss lays, indeed, that the 
Inſcription was Auimi Medicina, 
The Medicine of the Soul, which is 
'W almoſt of the ſame Import; for What 
| © Nouriſhes us, heals us. He adds, that 
the Portraits of all the Egyptian 
Gods were placed in that Library, 

i | But that Hiſtorian gives us NO AC- 
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Vol | count of the Number of Volume: 
9 of which it was compoſed. nor has 
ſj! any other Author ſupplied chat De- 
wi at. 

1 But if we may judge of it by 
1 Conjectures, it could not be very 
. numerous, ſince there were few 
Ii Boobs then in the World : However, 

3/1888 With- 


37 J 


without engaging any further in the 


Controverſy, which cannot be caſi- 


y determin'd, it muſt be granted, 


there was a very fine Library at 
Memphis, now called Grand Cairo, 
which was depoſiced in the Temple 
of Vulcan. This recalls to my Mind 
Naucrates's Charge againſt Homer, 
whom he accuſes of Pyracy ; for he 


would perſwade the World, that he 


ſtole the Thad and Odyſſey out of 


that Library, (where they had been 
placed by a Pocteſs call'd Phantaſta, 
who compoled them) and wasafter- 
wards ſo audacious as to publiſh chem 


as his own. 


But the greateſt and moſt magniſi- 
centLibrary of Egypt, and, perhaps, 
of the Whole World, was that of 
the Prolomeys in Alexandria. It 
was begun by Ptolomey PhiladeL 
zhus, the moſt learned of all the 

Ds © © Egyptian 


| $ Eryptian Monarchs, if we may 3 
186 give Credit to Tertullian. 
| | | That Great Prince, through the 

[14 | Perſuaſion of the learned Demetriu. 

vol Phalereus, order'd all the Writing 
NN of that Country to be tranſlated into 
| "ht Greek, that they might be univerſally 
[il Known, the Greek Language being 


then ſpoke in. all Parts; and ſo dili- 
gent was that renown'd Monarch in 
encreaſing his Library, that he procu- 
red Manuſcripts at a great Expence, 
from all Countries, and, according 
to A. Gellius, it conſiſted of no lets 
than ſeven hundred thouſand Vo- 
lumes. „ | 
But all others who have left us 
any Memorials of this extraordinary 
Collection, are almoſt unanimous, 
that it conſiſted of no more than 
three hundred thouſand in the Reign 
of Philadelphus; but that it was 


aug- 


zugmented to ſcven hundred thou- 
land in the ſucceeding; Reigns. 
It muſt indeed, be acknowledg- 
ed that the Number ſeems to be very 
extraordinary; but we muſt not be 
ſurprized at it, when we conſider, 
that the Learned carried their Works. 
from all Parts to that Library, as: 
to a Theatre of Learning, where 
Glory was to be obtained: And that. 
the King had employ'd all his Power 
and Reputation to procure Books ei- 
cher by Force, or Perſuaſion, and. 
Gentleneſs: And ſo zealous was he 
an that Purſuit, that he refuſed to- 
turniſh the Athenians with. Proviſi- 
ons, in a Time of Famine, till they 
nad put into his Hands the original 
Manuſcripts of Sophocless Trage- 
dies, with thoſe of Euripides and 
£/chylus ; but no ſooner had. the 
Athenians comply'd,, but he ſent 

6 D 3 them 
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them back Copies of theſe Works, 
exempted them from the Payment 
of all Duties in his Dominions, and 
lent them fifteen Talents, in acknow 
jedgment for their Complaiſance. 
He purchaſed Ariftotle's Works 


——̃— K* ĩ K 2 
fa - 


—— — —— 


_ Ju — Ds. — — a4 
2 — —— ———¾ 
— Y . 2. —— — 


— —_— 
* 
hs — —— a ere A « — — is _ — — 
— es —̃ — — — — RD 4 * — — — p< —— 
dias _— 


NANNY from Neleus, with a vaſt Numbe: 
| (| of other Volumes which he bought 
4/118 at Rome and Athens, at extravagant 


But nothing was ſo great an Em- 
belliſhment to his Library as the Sa- 
cred Writings, which were depoſited 
in the chief Apartment, after they 

had been tranſlated into Greek by 
1 the Seventy Elders, whom Eleaſar 
18 the High Prieſt had {ent for that End, 
Hy | | to Prolomey, whoemploy'd Ariſtæus, 
10 a Man of great Erudition, and An- 
| | | drew, Captain of his Guards, to de- 
. mand them, through the Inftigation 
of Demetrius, who expreſſed a paſli- 
onate 
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onate Zeal to have the Bible tran- 
lated, and to honour his - Maſter's 


Library with the Copy. 


l'll fay nothing of that cxtraordi- 


nary Tranſlation, nor of the Order, 


or Method oblerv'd by the LXX in 


performing, the Work, the whole 


Affair being related with great Fi- 


delity in $7. Auguſlin's City of God, 
Joſephus, Enſebius, and ſeveral other 


Authors. I will only obſerve, that as 
God had determined to call the Cen. 


tiles, He was pleaſed that the Bible 


ſhould be tranſlated into a Language 


that was known to them, in order 
10 diſpoſe them to receive the Evan- 
gelical Truths, by rendering ſuch 

things familiar to them before-hand, 


as the Apoſtles were afterwards to 
teach them. 


am well apprized there are ſome 


who 


learned Men amongſt the Moderns 
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Who are of Opinion, that the Se- 
venty-two Interpreters were not aſſiſt. 

ed by any ſupernatural Graccs o 

Gifts, in tranſhting the Old Teſta- 

ment; in which they are ſupported 


by the Authority of Euſebius, whe 


tells us, Prepar. Evang. lib. 13. 
cap. 3. that the Books of Moſes were 
tranſlated into Greek long before the 


Perſian Empite. 


J thought myſelf obliged. to relate 


theſe Particulars, as they are not on- 
ly of great Importance, and capable 
of giving Satisfaction to thoſe who 


are pleaſed with. Things that arc 
fingular, but likewiſe in regard they 


are conducive in giving us a juſt Ide: 


of this famous Library which ex- 

cell'd all others. 
It is true, Seneca does not ſeem: 
to be much pleaſed with it, looking 
por it rather as a Monument ot 
Luxury 


Th.” 
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Luxury and Pomp, than a Founda- 
tion for the Improvement of Learn- 
ing: This however is certain, that 
it was, almoſt, burnt and deſtroy'd 
by Cæſars Troops, when he was 
compel!'d to ſet Fire co the Palace of 
the Ptolomeys, where he was be- 
fieged, which may be ſeen at large 


in Plutarch s Life of Ceſar. 


But it was afterwards repair'd with 
the Remains of that at Pergamus, 
of which MH. Anthony made a Pre- 
ſent to Cleopatra, and of which we 
hall give the Reader ſome Account 
in this Place. 

That Library was founded by 
Eumenes and Attalus, Kings of Per- 


gamus, through a Spirit of Emula- 


tion; for thoſe Princes made all 
their Efforts to be equal with the 
Kings of Egypt in Grandeur and 
Magnificence; and particularly in 
. Collecting 


[34 7 
collecting a prodigious Number ©: 
Books, which PJny tells us amount- 
ed to more than two hundred Thou- 
fand. LYolateranus lays, they were 
all burnt at the taking of Pergamy: : 
bur Pliny, with many other Au- 
thors, aſſures us, M. Anthony be- 
ſtowid them upon Cleopatra, as wa: 
obſerv'd before: And Strabo ſays, 


that Library was at Pergamus in hi: 
Time; that is, in the No of Ti- 


lenius. 
hut it is eaſy to e theſe 
different Relations, by obſerving, 
that the Library had, indeed, been 
removed from Pergamus to Alex - 
andria by M. Anthony, and that 
after the Battle of Ac ium, it wa, 
carried back to Pergamus by Ai 
guſtus's Command, who took par- 
ticular Pleaſure in ſubverting what- 
ever Anthony had eſtabliſhed. 
| | Atbe- 
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Athenedorus, a Stoic Philoſopher, 


was the firſt upon whom Eumenes 
had conferr'd the Care of that Li- 


brary : And ſeveral Authors tell us, 
that Alexander the Great had eſta- 


bliſhed a ſumptuous one at HAHlexan- 


dria, which, probably, paved the 


[ | Way for that of the Prolomeys. 


There was a very conſiderable _ 
Collection at Suze in Perſia, where 


M:tofthenes conſulted the Annals of 


that Monarchy, in order to write the 
Hiſtory which he has left us. Dio- 
Horiis Siculus informs us, that Creſias, 
learned Phyſician who follow'd 
young Cyrus in his Expedition againſt. 


his Brother Artaxerxes, and was ta- 


en Priſoner, had improved himſelf 
very much by that Library, where he 
[Zarnt many curious things which 
2 carricd back to Greece. | 
55S 


CHAP. 


CHAP, 
Of A SARA. | LIBRARIES, 


> have A certain con- 


eee of which Plu- 


tarch complains in the Life © 
Theſens, where he ſays, before th: 


Time of that Hero, there was no. 
thing in the Grecian Hiſtory bu: 
frozen Regions, or ſuch as were 
ſcorched with Heat, and ſuch © 

Geographers deſcribe to be 3 
near che Poles and the Equinoctial. 


Horace ſeems to have the ſamc 
Sentiments with Plutarch; for h. 


obſerves in the Fourth Book of hi: 
Odes, that there were, indeed, Gre:t 
Men in Greece before Agamemno! 
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their Actions were not known, there 
being no faithful Hiſtorian or Poet 
0 record them. 
were fortes aute Agamemnona 
Multi : Sed omnes {Machr ymabile. c 
(rgentur ignotzgue longa 
Node; carent quia vate ſacro. 


80 that it may be ſaid, there is 


othing certain in the Greczan Hi- 

ttory, before the Theban and Trojan 
; Wars: It will therefore be in vain 
i © ſearch either for Books, or Li- 
1 braties, before thoſe Periods. We 
; mult ikewiſc obſerve,that the Greeks 
D compoſed but few Works of Lite- 
= iature when the Sciences begun to 
x flouriſh amongſt them, which might, 


1 eren be owing to the Authori- 
of Zythagoras, who enjoin d his 
d E Scholars 


and in great Numbers too, but that 
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Scholars to leave nothing in WI 
ting: Notwithſtanding w hich, ſeve. 
ral Pieces were publiſhed under his 


Name, even in his Life-time. 
We have but flender Proofs that 
the firit learned Grecians, who 


Names are handed down to us, die 


not icave ſome poſthumous Works 
An Orpheus, a Linus, a Muſes. 


a Chiron, an Atlas, have given t“. 


Publick everlaſting Teſtimonies of 
their Knowledge. 

According to the Repott of ſome 
Authors, Hel od's Poems were, 
the Beginning, graved on leaden Tx 
bles, and preſervd in the Temple of 


the Muſes upon Mount Felzry:, 


Heſiod having been one of their Yo. 


taries. 


We are likewiſe inform'd, that 


 Pherecides, Preceptor to Pythar 


ras, was the firſt who compoſed 1: 
| Proſe, 
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Proſe, (all Compott tions before tilat 
Time having been wrote in Verſe) 
and that his Treatiſe of Theology, 

where he taught the Doctrine of the 
Tranſmigration of Souls, which he 
ad learnt from the Phenicians, was 
tne firſt Proſe Eſlay that appcared in 
he World: In effect, Pythagoras 

ommanded ſome of his Scholars to 
bi nothing: But he allow'd ſuch 
0: them as were Mathematicians, the 
= Privilege of Writing: But we ſee 
E :iat his Injunction had little Ef- 
ed; for ſoon after, a great many 
et their Works, perhaps too many, 
ppcared in the World; which is in 
{ome meaſure confirm'd by A. Gel- 
aus and Lipſius; tor the firſt tells 
us, that Plato bought the Books of 
Fhilolaus, and the ſecond aſſures us 
that Ocellus, another of the Pytha- 
grcaus, compos d a Work entituled- 
Ws wa, Which is handed down 
O us. E 2 There 
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There are ſome Authors who tc!! 
us, that Eſculapius wrote a Book 
which he call'd Nabicula. The 


Lacedemonians had no Books; foi 


they expreſs'd every thing ſo con- 


_ ciſely, and in ſuch few Words, that 


Writing ſeem'd to be ſuperfluous, 
ſince their Memories, without it, 


could eaſily retain any thing that was 
memorable. 
The Athenians, on the contrary, 


ſoon found the Way of compoſing, 
feveral Works; for they were much 


more given to Talking than to Acti- 
on; whereas the others valued them. 
tclves more upon Action than Speak- 


ing. . 
This ſtrong Byaſs of the Arhenz- 
au5 to Diſcourſe ſoon created an In- 


clination to Writing amongſt them, 


as well as amongſt ſome of thc: 
Neighbours, who were not much 


inferior to them in either. 


Ac- 
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Accordingly, Greece was ſoon 
full of various Compoſitions, which 
made a great Noiſe through all 
Parts of the then known World, 


and all the Sciences flouriſhed in it, 
cſpecially at Athens; of which other 
Nations were ſo ſenſible, that the 


Greek Books and, Language were, 


cvery where, in the greateſt Eſteem, 
as being thought only worthy to be 


non, Which Cicero urges in his 


Oration for Archaa ; where he ſays, 


Greek Books are read almoſt every 
where, the Latin in ſome few Parts 
of Italy only. Pliny and St. Au- 


guſtin tell us the ſame thing, and, 
Africa, and Europe, 
made uſe of no other Idiom than the 
Greek at that time. They writ and 


indeed, Ala, a, 


{poke Greek every where, amongſt 


the Romans and the Gauls, when 
the City of Marſeilles was become 
much celebrated for her Academy. 
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The Greek prevailed even among 
the Parthians, though Barbarians, 
and reached the Fews, though they 
were of all People the moſt jealous 


of their own Language; yet the Po- 


lite and Learned amongſt them uſed 
no other Language but Greek, either 


in ſpeaking or writing, of which we 


have noble Examples in the Work: 


of Philo and Joſephus. 


Since Greece then, was full of 
Books, our next Enquiry muſt be to 


diſcover the firſt Founders of Libra- 


ries in that celebrated Country; and, 

according to V. Maximus, Piſiſtra. 
tus, Tyrant of Athens, was the firſt 
of all the Greeks who collected the 
Works of the Learned. 


That Uſurper, who was allow'd 


to be one of the greateſt Orators of 


his Time, obſerving the Uneaſineſs 


of the People, under the loſs of their 


Liberty, eſtabliſhed a Library for the 
Bencfit 


. 


e 
Benefit of the Publick, in order to 
recover the good Graces of the Ci- 
[2 - Zens. | 

Cicero tells us, we are indebted to 
chat Ty rant for. Homer's Works, 


Iume ; but it is certain that the 1/;ad 
and Odyſſey too, were ſung as Ballads 
in all Parts of Greece without Or- 
der or Unity. 

Some indeed are of Opinion, that 
Hipparchus, Piſiſtratus's Son, was 
the firſt who connected thoſe Works : 
Others again would perſwade us, it 
= was Salon; and ſome are no leſs 
ſtrenuous for Lycurgus and Zeno- 
I dotus of Epheſus. 


But without employing any more 
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allow'd, that the Arhenians made 


che Death of * iſtratus, and found- 
ed othets; ; bur Aerxes carried away 


all 


which he had collected into one Vo- 


Time in the Enquiry, this muſt be 


great Additions to that Library after 
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all their Books to Per/za, after he 
had taken Athens : But if Credit may 
be given to A. Gellius, Seleucus 


| Nicanor order d them to be carricd 

back to that City ſome Ages after. 
_ Zwineer tells us, there was at that 
Time,a {plendid Library in the Iſland 


of Cnidos, one of the Greek Iſlands 
called Cyclades by the Ancients, bui 


that it was burnt by Order of Hippo- 
crates, the Phyſician, becauſe the In- 
habitants refuſed to follow his Do- 
ctrine and Tenets. | lam, however, 


in ſome Doubt as to the Truth of 
that Report; though it 1s but too 
true, that Enyy was not little pre- 
dominant amongſt even the Philoſo. 
phers of Antiquity : And Perry: 
Crinitus, in his Book De Honeſt. 
Diſciplina, relates that Plato wa. 
ſo envious. and ſo piqued with the 
Noiſe of Democritus's Merit in the 
. orld, that he would certainly have 

burn: 
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burnt all his Works, had not Amy 


dig and Clinias prevented it, by re- 
monſtrating, that there were Copies 
of them every where: And ſome. 
report that Ariftotle was agitated 
with the fame Paſſion againſt all the 
Philoſophers that were betore him. 

But to return to my Subject; Cle- 
archus, Tyrant of Heraclea, who 


was one of Plato's and Iſocrates's 


Dilciples, tounded 4 moſt magnifi- 
cent Library in his Capital, Which 
procured him much Eſteem with his 


= <ubjedts, in ſpite of a multitude of 


Cruelties and Exorbitancies, 
$trabo ſeems to be of Opinion, 


mat Arz/fotle was the firſt Collector 


ot Books, and that he inſtructed the 
Ling of Egypt in the Method of 
torraing a Library; but I don't com- 
prehend how that could well be, 
lince Ariſtotle had been dead forty 
Years . 


46 J 
Years when Prolomey Philadelphu: 
founded his Library. 

I make no Doubt, but that Philo- 
ſopher had form'd a Library equal to 
his Knowledge, which was eaſy for 
him to accompliſh, conſidering his 
Riches, and that his Pupil command- 
ed the World. He was, indeed, i: 


himſelf, a living Library: But what 
a 7 


gives us the cleareſt Proofs of that 
Philoſopher's Paſſion for Collections, 
is the great Sum he gave for the 
Works of Spenſippus, Plato's Ne- 
phew, amounting ro no leſs than 
three Attze Talents; which, ac 
cording to Budaus's Computation 
18 about ten thouſand French Crowns. 
He left his Books and his Schoc 


o Theophraſtus, who gave the for- 


mer to Neleus; but he fold them to 
ſome ignorant People, who neglect- 
ed them entirely; and hearing ot 
the extraordinary Zeal and Ardour 
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o Attalus King of Pergamus, Sr 
collecting Books, they buried theirs 
in the Ground, left he ſhould carry 


hem away by Violence: But ſome 


time after, the Deſccndants of theſe 


ignorant Wretches, to whom Nelers 


nad given thoſe precious Works,tind- 
ing that the Moiſture of the Earth 


ha q almoſt deſtroyed them, ordered 


them to be dug out of their Grave, 


if I may uſe the Expreſſion, and ſold 


chem to an obſcure Perſon whole 
Name was Apellicon. 

This Man, who was more curious 
about the Books than the Learning 
ihey contain'd, (which has ſome- 
hing of the modern Taſte) procured 


Copies of them, and was very ailt- 


Juous in reſtoring the Places that had 
been obliterated by the Moiſture of 
he Ground: But the whole was 
perform'd very inaccurately, and a 
multitude of Errors were afterwards 

diſcover'd 


HT { 48 ] | 
diſcover'd in theſe Works by th: 
Learned. 

[| Aſter the Death of Apellicon, an 
* Hylla's reducing Athens under the 
Roman Yoke, he order'd that Libra 
ry to be ſent to Rome, where they 
| fell into the Hands of Tyraum ion, 

0 the Grammarian, Who was a very 
_ zealous Feripatetick: So we may 
|  fay he had all che Philoſophers 
Books, with thoſe of 7heophraj: 

his Diſciple and Succeſſor: Bur he 

afterwards beſtow'd them upon A 
dronicus Rhodius, who publiſhe- 
. them. 
= But thoſe Works, as was obſerved 
* before, were ſo incorrect, throug! 
i the Ignorance or Neglect of the Tran 
mg {cribers, that it was faid, if Ariſtor!- 
0 had roſe from the Shades, he would 
certainly have diſclaim'd them as i- 
1 legitimate Children. e FE 
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Now, I fay, if thoſe Greek Co- 
pies were ſo much corrupted, what 
muſt we think of the Latin Verſi- 
ons? J am entirely of Opinion, that 
there is more of the Lucubrations of 
Interpreters in the preſent Editions, 
than of Ariſtotlè''s: But before I con- 
clude this Article of the Greek Li- 
raries, I muſt reconcile a ſeeming 
Contradiftion with regard to that of 


 Ariſiotle. 


1 obſerv'd before that Neleus had 
fold his Books to Prolomey Phila- 
delphus, which may ſcem to ſtand 
in Contraſt with what 1 have now 
advanced : But the Truth is, Næleus 
fold only Copies of thoſe Works, 
which puts an End to any further 
Controverſy : And l flatter myſelf, 
the Publick will not be a little plea- 
led with this Hiſtory of Ar:/totle's. 
Books, ſince we may judge from 
hence, of the Diffidence with which 
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we thould perule all the Works 0 


the Ancients, that are come to our 


Hands ; for, in all Probability, they 
arc no leſs incortect than his, 
Pl conclude this Part of my Tack, 


with the Library of Apamea, which 


Camerarins repreſents as one of the 
moſt celebrated of Antiquity. An 


gelus Rocha, in his Catalogue of the 


Vatican Library, tells us, it con- 
ſiſted of above twenty thouſand Vo 
lumes : Bur 1 am ſurprized that 
Lomeirius ſhould place that Library 
with thoſe of Greece, ſince Apamer 
was a City in Hythinta, and not in 
the Country of the Marſi, as thai 
Author prerends ; for they were a 
People of {raly, and inhabited the 


Country now call'd Abruzzo, We 


would not, however, have entcr'd 
upon a Dchate of ſo little Moment, 
were it not to prevent the Confuſi- 
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on wich miglit enſue by at injudi- 
-ious placing of Librarics, in one 
Country, when in Truth they ſhould 
be allotted to another. 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the e LIBRARIES. 


VEST is very certain, thar there 
1 EE, were but few Books a- 
N 194 58 mongſt the ancient Gre- 
2A PROM 

ans, and {till much few- 
er, or rather none at all, amongſt 
the ancient Romans, it ſome Au- 
thors may be credited, who aſſure 
us, that it was the Cuſtom with them 
to have the Youth taught by ſuch as 
were more advanced in Years, by 
Yerbal Inſtructions; ſo that all their: 
carning was communicated by Tra- 
dition only, as it was amoneſt the. 

©: 3 Fews, 
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Jeu, before the Time of Moes. 
This ſeems to be confirm'd by the 
Doet in King Latinuss Diſcourſe of 
the Original of the Trojans. 


Arque equidem memint, (fama os ot 
feurter annis) 
Auruncos ita ferre ſenes 


So that we muſt not expect an 
Books at Rome before it was taken 


by the Gauls; and if there had been 


any, they muſt be all conſumed when 
that City was burnt. 

The Romans, as well as the Tecs, 
had two ſorts of Libraries, ſome Pub- 
lick, others Private : The former 
contain'd Laws and Edits concern- 
ing Polity and Government. The 


Naman Laws were graved upon bre- 


zen Tables or Plates, and kept in 
the Publick Treaſury: The chief 
were, thoſe of the twelve Tables, ſo 

0 y 
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kighty applauded by Cicero in bis 


Orator 3 the reading of which gave 
Phavorinus the Philoſopher as ec 


Pleaſure, as Platos twelve Books of 


Laws. 

Their Acts or Laws were paſſed, 
either by the Senate, or. the People. 
The former were no more than Re- 


giſtries, containing the Harangues and 
Cæſar was. 
the firſt, who eſtabliſned this Method. 


Decrees of the Senate. 


of Proceeding, and ordered, accord- 


| i to e the Tranſlations of. 


every Day to be wrote and publiſh- 
eh: But Auguſtus prohibited the 


latter, leſt the Secrets of the Senate. 


ſhould be divulged. 
The fame Arien adds, that 


Veſpatian, after the Deſtruction of 


the Capitol, promiſed to give Co- 
pies of three thouſand brazen Ta- 


bles deſtroy'd by the Fire, and con- 
taln'd all the Decrees of the. Senate, 
1 and 
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and the Plebiſtita, or Ads of the 
People, which had been publiſhed 
from the Building of the City. The 
latter contain'd Memoirs of all pub 
lick Determinations, or Sentences, 
the various kinds of Puniſhment, 
Aſſemblies, Edifices, the Death of 
eminent Perſons, Marriages, Divor- 
ces, Nativities, and Teſtaments. 
There were like wiſe Journals of every 
thing that happen'd worth Remem- 
brance, which were kept in the Tem- 
ples with a kind of a religious Care. 
Thoſe who would be more thorough- 
iy skill'd in this kind of Knowledge, 
muſt conſult Roſinus. I Would on- 
ly obſerve, that the Tables called 
Tabulæ Cenſus, were a long time 
preſerv d in Rome. There Avguſtus 
order'd the Names of all the Sub- 
jects of the Empire to be enter'd ; 
amoneft whom was the Adorable 
Name of our SAV1 OUR, with the 
Time 


b 
Time of his Nativity, of which we 
have the Teſtimony of Tertullian, 


in theſe Words; De Cenſu Turuſti, 


quem teſtem fideliſſimum Dominicæ 
Nativitatis Romana Archiva cuſto- 
diunt. 


Thus I have given the Reader, in 
few Words, a fummary View of 
all their Publick Libraries ; that 1s, 
their Regiſtries, or Books, in which 
they made Entries of every thing that 
regarded the Adminiſtration, or might 
be conducive towards the better Go- 
vernment of the Common wealth. 

There were likewiſe ſacred Libra- 
des, or ſuch as concern'd the Reli- 
gion of the Romans, which depend» 
ed entirely upon the Pontifs, the 


Augurs, the Prophetic Books, and 


tbe Tuſcan Diſcipline, The Pontifs 
Kept all the Books of Chronology 


and Ceremonies : The firſt comprt- 


wed their Annals and Calendars. The 
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Annals 
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Annals contain'd the Hiſtory of each 
Year's Tranſactions, from the Foun- 
dation of the City ; and the Carc 
Ws compoling and preſerving theſe 
Works was committed to the High 
Prieſts : The Calendars contained the 
Publick Feaſts as well as Hiſtory. 
Ovid and Feſtus are very copious up- 
on the fiſt, 
Ihe Religious Ceremonies of the 
Romans were kept in the ſecret Books 
of the High Prieſts; out of which 
they collected whatever related to 
Worlhip : Thac is, the Day and Time 
for Sacrificing, with a Deſcription 
of the Victims that were ſuitable to 
every Occurrence. This Doctrine 
was kept from the People; it being 
a capital Crime for any one to reac 
the Books which contain'd it, except 
the High Prieſt. But the moſt ſecre: 
Article of all was the Name of the 
Tutelary God of the City, which. 


tho 
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the Romans concealed with the great- 
eſt Care, being apprehenſive, that 
ſhould that Idol be once known, their 
Enemies might Spirit him away by 
ſome Enchantment, and then oblige 
him to injure them. 

The College of Augurs had Books 


= likewiſe which taught the Art of Di- 


vination by the Singing or Flying of 
Birds, or their Manner of Feeding *. 
There were likewiſe Prophetic 
Books, amongſt which thoſe of H- 


billa Cumea claim'd the firſt rank, 
Tarquinus Priſcus purchaſed them 


for three hundred Gold Crowns. 
There were other Works of the 

Learning or Diſcipline of the anci- 

ent Etrurians, or Tuſcans, concern- 


ing Monſters, and Prodigies ; the 


Ceremonics to be obſery'd in build- 
ing a Town or Houte, in raiſing and 


* Creer, de Devinatione d Se wins, in Lib. jv. 


A. neid, 
con- 
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conſecrating of Altars, in marthai- 
ling and diſtributing the different 
Tribes, and ranging an Army in 01 - 
der of Battle: In a Word, indirect- 
ing every thing to be done as well 
in Peace as in War, Theſe Book: 
taught alſo the Art of Divination by 
the Entrails of Beaſts, and fever! 
Other things, which may be leen ac 

large in Cicero, Feſtus, Ammianis, 
Marcellinus, and other Authors. 
. To this Claſs we muſt refer thoſe 
Books which the Romans called Fa- 
tales, becauſe the Peoples Ages were | 
wrote in them. 

And another Set called Acheronſi- 
ci Libri, treating of the Ceremonics 
and Worſhip. of the infernal Gods. 
Some, indeed, confound theſe two 
Claſles of Books; but this is certain, 
that the Romans conſulted them, i- 
order to learn what they were to do, 
whenever they were attack d by i 
Pefti- 
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peſtilence, or any other extraordi- 
127 Evil“. 

Having now condliided what we 
had to offer concerning the Public 
Libraries of the Romans, we ſhall 
proceed to ſay ſomething of the Pri- 
vate. 

It is certain, no Nation had more 
Advantages, or Opportunities of ma- 
king large Collections, as they were 
aſters of the greateſt part of the 
tc known World. 3 5 

Hiſtory tells us, that the Senate, 
upon the taking of Carthage, made 
2 Preſent of all the Books found in 
„% the Family of Regulus, and 
that by their Direction, eight and 

wenty Volumes coinpoied by Ma- 
ena Cartbaginian, were tranſlated 
nato Latin. Pliny and P. Chevolu 
confirm this Paſſage, but they are ſi- 


* Vide Arnob. adverſi Gentes, 


lent 
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lent as to the Subject of thoſe Wri- 
tings. e 
Plutarch ſays, that Paulus ini. 

lius diſtributed amongſt his Children, 
who were very ſtudious, the Libra: 
of Perſeus King of Macedon, whom 
he had brought in Triumph to Rome 
though 1/:dorus is very poſitive that 
he bequeathed it to the Publick : Bui 
Alminus Pollio did much more; for 
he eſtabliſhed a Library for che LU 
of the Publick, compoſed of the 
Spoils of all the Enemies he b. 
ſubducd, and not only augment.d 
it with Books in all Faculties, Which 
be could procure any way for Mo- 
ney, but likewiſe adorned it wh 
the Images of Learned Men, and 
that of Varro, amongſt others, 
That extraordinary Man was poi- 
ſeſs'd of a noble Library, and Cicero“ 
muſt be no leſs magnificent, if we 
conſider his Erudition, his Inclin- 
to: 
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1 61: 1 
tions and his Dignity : But it was 
much improved by thar of his Friend 
P. Atticus; the Poſſeſſion of which 
inſpired him with ſuch Joy, that he 
look'd upon himſelf to be happier 
than in the Enjoyment of all Craſſus's 
Wealth, to uſe his own Words. 

Plutarch mentions Lucullus's Li- 
brary, in his Life, and repreſents it 


as one of the moſt conſiderable in 
the World, not only on the ſcore 
| of the Number of Books. but like- 


wiſe on account of the delightful 
Situation, where it was depoſited, 
and the fine Ornaments with which 


the Owner had embelliſhed it, at an 


extravagant Expence. 

Ceſar's Library was worthy of 
him; nor could he think of a more 
effectual Way of raiſing irs Reputa- 
tion in the World, than in giving the 


Charge of it to the learned Varro, 


<G by 
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by whoſe Care and Erudition it was 
highly improved. 

Auguſius founded a fine Library, 
adjoining to the Temple of Apollo, 
upon Mount Palatin It is mer. 
tion d by Horace, Juvenal, and Pes 
fſrus, as a Place where the Poets re- 

hearſed and depoſited their Works 
The firſt takes notice of it in the 
third Epiſtle of the firſt Book, 
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Scripta Palatinus quæcunque 7: 
cepit Apollo. e 


The ſecond in his ſeventh Satire. 
where, ſpeaking of a wealthy Rogue, 
who, in order to fave the Prem: 
which a poor Poet, according 
Cuſtom, was intitled to, who ha 
preſented him with ſome Verſes, paid 
him in Kind; that is, he made others 

for the Poet, he tells us; that wretch- 
f ed 
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ed Miſer deſpiſed the Judgment of 


the Learned on Poetical Works, Which 
were uſually rencarie in that Libra- 
y, as Was oblcry d before. 


FEY nunc artes, ne quid tibi 


conferat ſte 
Quem colis, © Muſarun & A. 
pollonis ade reli a. 


And the third in the Prologue to 
ais Satires. 


— — 27 ſemipaganus 
Ad ſacra vatum, carmen affers 
noſirum. 


LFeofpatian founded a Library near 
the Temple of Peace, in Imitation 


of Ceſar and Auguſtus. 


According to the relation of ſome 
Authors, there was, at that Time, a 
£tzin Perſon in Rome whole Name 

03.3 Was 
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was 7ryphon, and who, in all Pro. 


ever his Occupation might be, h. 
was very fond of collecting Books, 
for which we have Martial $ Teſt 


thouſand Volumes, which was very 


Was another Grammarian in Traja- 


give Credit to Gellius. 


theſe Libraries was that of Traſau, 
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bability, was a Bookſeller ; but what 


mony. 


Non habeo, ſed haber Spe! a 
Tryphon 


Tramin Collection mention d 
before, conſiſted of no leſs than three 


conſiderable for a private Man, There 


uus Time, call'd Epaphroditus, who 
collected thirty thouſand, if we may 


Hut the moſt magnificent of al! 
which he call'd ULYIA, on ac- 


count of his Name. It was founded 
| for 
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for the Benefit of the Publick, and. 

according to the Report of Cardinal 
Volaterani, that Emperor order'd the 
ſhining Actions of Princes, and the 
Dectees of the Senate, to be wrote 
or mark d on Pieces of fine Linnen, 
cover'd with Ivory: And ſome Au- 
thors aſſure us, that Trajan order'd 

all the Books found in the conquer'd 
Cities, to be carried to Rome, in or- 
der to increaſe his Library: But it 

is more probable, that he was ex- 
cited to it by the younger TW his ll 
great Fayourite. | 


' Beſides theſe, there was 3 [i i 
conſiderable Library at Rome about — 4 
that Time, which was founded by = 
Simonicus, Preceptor to the Empe» |! 
ror Gordian. Iſidore and Boetius HM 


are exorbitant in their Encomiums 
upon it: They tell us, it conſiſted 
of nd 1 than eighty thouſand choice U 
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lumes, and that the Place where ir 
was depoſited, was paved with Mar- 
ble, waſhed with Gold, the Walls 
faced with Glaſs and Ivory, and that 
the Armorics and Desks were made 


of Ebony and Cedar. 


CEREALS: 
Of the L1BRAR IES of the CRI. 
STIANS of the firſt Ages. 


this Affair in its full Ex- 
tent; that is, to clear up 
all the Difficulties that muſt occur, 


with fegard to the Fate of Books, in 


the fixſt Ages of Chriftianity. Such 
an Undertaking challenges the moſt 
profound Erudition: I will, how 

ever, 
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ever, make al! my Efforts to gratify 
the Reader's Curiofiry, 
We muſt firſt obſerve then, that 
the Primitive Chriſtians. gave them- 
| ſelves but little Trouble, either in 
comprizing or collecting Books, whe- 
ther it was, that they thought it their 
Duty rather to liye well than to write 
well; or that the Perſecutions of 
thoſe Times did not allow any Lei- 
ſure for that End:: But whatever 
the Reaſon was, this we may affirm, 
that very few of them compoſed ; 
which gave Occaſion to Euſebius to 
f complain in the beginning of his 
Hiſtory, that he had no Guide to 
conduct him in that Undertaking. 
| It muſt, likewiſe, be obſerv'd, that 
though the Primitive Chriſtians wrote 
_ but few Books, that ill Fortune has 
deprived us even of them, either 
: through the Injury of Time, which 
X | deſtroys 


yr 
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E 

deſtroys every thing, or the Malice 
of ſome Miſcreants, who were nor 
a little rejoiced to ſuppreſs Work; 
which were authentick enough to 
convince them of the Difference be- 
tween Strife and Truth, between 
Impoſture and the Purity of the fri 
Syſtem of Chriſtianity. 
It is to theſe Reaſons, that we ar: 
to impure the Loſs of moſt of the 
Works of the firſt Chriſtians, Whoſe 
Names and Titles may be ſeen in 
St. Ferome and Euſebins. To this 
we muſt add, thar the Learned a- 
mongſt the firſt Chriſtians, particu- 
larly thoſe who exchanged the Dark- 
nefs of Paganiſm for the Light of 
the Goſpel, burnt a great Number of 
Pagan Books, and corrupted many o- 
thers, through a pure Chriſtian Zeal, 
| thoſe Books containing Impieties and 


Lies: But they preſerv'd ſuch as had 
nothing 
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nothing contrary to Religion, Mag. 
ners, or Faith. 1 

Of this We have a memorable 
Example in the Perſon of St. Paul, 
_whoread with Pleaſure, and quoted 

to great Advantage, the Works of 
Aratus, Call:machus. Menander, 
and other Pagan Authors, who 
dave great Reputation on account 
of their Erudition and Purity of 
Manners. - 

This is excellently well urged by 
St. Auguſtin, in his Book of Chri- 
{tian Doctrine, where, after juſtify- 
ing the Uſe of Pagan Authors with 
ſolid Reaſons, he cites St. Cyprian, 
Lattantius, Vittormis, Optatus, 
St. Hilary, and ſeveral, other Wri- 
ters, ſome of whom were then liv= 
ug, who were vnanimous, that 
Chriſtians may lawfully perute ſuch 
Works of Pagan Aus as contain 

nothing 
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nothing inconſiſtent with Truth 61 
good Manners; for Truth is the 
Property of the whole World; and 
as it flows from God, its firſt Prin- 
ciple, every one is obliged to em- 
bracc it, wWhere-eyer it is found, i: 
order to return it to God, as its 
chick End. „ 
Granting this, we may fay, the 
firſt Chriſtians (1 mean thoſe wh 
cultiyarcd Literature, and purſued the 
Paths of Virtue likewiſe) had Col- 
lections of Books in all Arts and 
Sciences, except ſuch as were ſup- 
preſs'd for ſome particular Reaſons. | 
It is certain, St. Paul Was very 
curious in collecting as well a: 
reading good Books; for which we 
have his own Teſtimony in his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, where he directs 77 
mothy to bring as many as he could 
to Rome. We muſt likewiſe be- 
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ſieve he was indebted for part of his 
profound Knowledge to his exten- 
{ive Reading: And the reſt, to the 
Precepts of Gamaliel, by whom he 
was educated, and who was one of 
the moſt learned Doctors of his 
Time; and the whole to the Grace 
of God, who was plcaſed to make 
11m a Veſſel of Election, to convert 
the Gentzles. 

It is likewiſe probable, that St. Paul 
was not the only Perſon amongſt the 
Primitive Chriſtians, whom the Love 
of Study had animated to make Col- 
ections. Several of them diſcover'd 


1ri7en claims the Precedence, in re- 


Books he had collected, as well Sa- 

cred as Prophane, as the Multitude 
ac had compoſed, which alone would 
ve lufficient to make a Library: And 
in 


che ſame Inclinations, of whom 


gard to the prodigious Number of 
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in Truth, no Man cover wrote ſo 
many. This made St. Jerome cry 
with Admiration, in his Letter tn 
Pammachins : Quis noſtrum go 
tantalegere, guuntumilib conſcripſti! 


And Platina reports, chat fix Ama. 


nuenſes who officiated by Turn, 


were ſcarcely ſufficient to write whot - 


he dictated : And yet theſe were e. 


conded by leveral learned Virgins, 
whom Or:ge himſelf had inftracte( 


Whoeyer is fond of knowing the 
Number of that Great Man's Works, 
may gratify his Curioſity by ſceing 
the Origeniana of M. Huet, Abbot 
A Aulnay, who was Sub-Precepto: 
to the Dauphin, Grandfather to tis 


preſent French King Lewis XV. 


and wrote learned Commentaries up 
on Origen. There the Curious may 


fee the Life, Works, and Doctrine 
af that Father of the Church. 


vt. 


> "T1 
St. Jerome had a valuable Library 


which he carried from Rome to the 


Place of his Retreat, where he paſſed 


che Remainder of his Days in Study 


and Devotion. 
Baronius mentions that of George 
Biſhop of Alexandria, in the Year 
362, which, he tells us, was fur-- 
nith'd with all forts of Hiſtories, 
Philoſophical Works, and Com- 


mentaries upon the Chriſtian Do- 


ctrine. And we are aflurcd by the 
{ame Author, that Porphyry order'd 
it to be carried from Antioch, by 


the Command of Julian the Apo- 
ſtate. 


He likewiſe takes notice of Ang 
ther Library which was founded by 


Alexander Biſhop of Feruſalem, a. 


bout the Year 252, and was a ve- 
ry extraordinary ONCc. Einſebrus mage 


niſies is very much, and acknowledges 
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that it was very uſeful to him in con 


poſing his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
We have likewiſe that of Vite 


rinus applauded by ST, Je- 
rome 


There was a famous Library at 


Cæſarca, begun by Julius Africa- 


2715, and afterwards augmented by 


Euſebins, Biſhop of that City, © 
twenty thouſand Volumes. Some 


aſcribe the Honour to &. Lamphitits, 


Y | Prieſt of Laodicea, and an indi- 


mate Friend of Euſebius; which that 
Hiſtorian ſeems to acknowledge, b 
his high Encomiums upon that p.. 
ous Man, as well for his great La. 


bours in colleding ſuch a Numbe: 
of Books as his reading and undes 


ſtanding them perfectly well: So tha: 
he might be call'd a Walking L. 
brary, and differ'd very much tro! 


* In ow (ralionis Manaſſe Regis Nu 
him 


L 95 3 
im to whom Auſonius addrefles the 
following Epigram, under the Name 


of Philomuſe. 


Fmptis quod libris bibi Bibliopola r:terta eſt, 

MagnumbGrammaticum, te Philomuſe putas; 

Hoc genere & chordas, & f lectra, & barbi> 
ta conde. _ 

Omnia mercatus, cras Cithareadus eris. 


There are abundance of People of 
this Humour ; and we cannot liken 
them to any thing more properly, 
than to a crook back! d Man who 
' never ſees his Bunch. 

But, to return to our Subject; 
F. Pamphilus, who was martyr'd, 
applied himſelf ſo mach to Study 
that he tranſcribed the greateſt Part 
of Origens Works, which were high- 
ly eſteemed by Euſebius. 

That Library was very uſeful to 
St. Jerome, in correcting the Books 
of the Old Teſtament: And it was 
there he found the Goſpel of St. Mat- 

H 2 thew 
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rhew in Hebrew. Some Authors 
tell us, that Library was diſperſe 
in ſeveral Places, and afrerwards rc- 
ſtored by St. Gregory Nazanzen, 
and Euſebius. 

There was a Library at Hippo, men 
tion'd by St, Auguſtine: That at Au 
bios was much celebrated, bur i 
was unhappily deſtroy'd by the En. 

peror Jovian, through the Perliali- 
on of his Conſort, as it is reportes 
in the Hiſtory of his Life: But with 
out amuſing the Reader with any 
more Relations of this kind, we may 


| ſay at once that every Church had 


its own Library for thc uſe of the 
Studious, that they might improve 
their Knowledge by ſuch Aſſiſtan 
ces, which would render them moss 
capable of inſtructing others; ©: 
which we have the Teſtimony ©: 
Euſebius, who aflures us, that mo! 
of all, theſe Libraries, ang the Ora- 


The 

_ tories where they were placed, were 

burnt and deſtroy'd by Diocleſſan. 

It is certain, the Biſhops and Prieſts 
were very diligent in oblerving the 

Ordinance which required them to 

collect and preſerve not only the 

Books of the Old and New Tetita- 

ment, but likewiſe all the Works of 


the Doctors of the Church, of which 


we have a worthy Example in the 
Life of Melito, Piſhop of Sardzs, 


who travell'd through all the Eaſt 


in ſcarch of the Books of the Old 
Teſtaracnt, 
It is likewiſe reported, that after 


Pantenus, the Stoic Philotopher, 
was converted to the Faith, he took 


a Journey to the Indies, where he 


was inform'd, St. Bartholomew had 
preached the Goſpel, and in the fame 


Country he found the Golpel of 
St, Matthew in Hebrew, which he 
brought to Alexandria. 

- H 3 What 
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What confirms this Relation of 
every Church's having its own Li- 
brary 1s, that each maintain'd a cer- 
tain Number of Writers, who had 
no other Task but to tranſcribe the 
Works of Authors, and the Lives of 
Saints; which is mention'd in the firſt 
Tome of the Councils, to have been 
practiſed in the Church of Rome, 
where, in all Probability, there was 
then a very conſiderable Library. 
Let us now proceed to take a View 
of much grcater Libraries than rhoſe 
we have mentioned; that is, ſuch 
as were founded after Chriſtianity 
was either tolerated or eſtabliſhed by 
Law, when the Profeſſors had Li- 
berty to write and collect at Pleaſure ; 
and accordingly there ſoon appeare:! 
a great Number of learned Work: 
from the Pens of Eccleſiaſticks: But 
we muſt obſerve, the Monks begun 
to be firſt known about that Time. 
Ir 


2 


It is certain dur perſecution and Fear 
gave che firſt Riſe to that kind of 
Life: All the Hiſtorians of that 
period of Time being unanimous, 
that great Numbers of Chriſtians be- 


ing compelFd to quit the Cities, where 


they muſt have either changed their 
Religion, or be put to ck took 


Refuge in diſtant Solitudes, where 


they lived a long time in the great- 
eſt Privacy and Auſterities, ſcarcely 
credible, Without having any Com- 
munication with one another; but 
in the End they embraced the Rules 
of a Monkiſh Life, and ſo from true 


Monks, as they really were, that is, 


Anchorites and Hermites, they be- 


came a Society under certain Rules 


and Inſtitutions, which were given 


to them by him who happen'd to be 


the oldeſt and wiſeſt amongſt them, 
whom for thar End they called Ab. 
bas, that is 18, their Father. 


This 
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This was, really, the Original of 
Religious Societies; and I though: 
my felt the more obliged to ſay 
ſomething of them, as they employ- 


ed the greateſt Part of their ſolitary 


Time in explaining, copying, or in- 


terpreting the Works of the Learn- 


ed; it is to that we muſt aſcribe th- 
great Number of ancient Manuſcrip:: 
which arc ſeen in the Libraries ot 


Monks: But we muſt obſerve at the 
fame Time, that their Copies are not 


very correct: And that through Ig- 
norance, and, perhaps, Intcreſt too, 


they ſpoil'd a great many Work: 
Which we ſhould be well pleaſed w© 


have entire, that pernicious Cuſton 
of altering Books being carried to 


ſuch a Height, that at legnth they ſub- 


ſtituted Works of their own Imagi- 


nation, in the room of the real ones; 
which 1 thought the more neceſſary 
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to be hinted, as it may prove an 
uſcful Leſſon to the Learned. 
Let us now caſt our Eyes upon 


that famous Library of Conſtantine 
the Great, which ne form'd in the 


Year 336, according to Zonarus. 
That renown'd Emperor being in- 

form'd, that the Malice of the Ty» 

rant who govern'd the Empire be- 


fore him, had deprived the Chriſti- 
ans of a great Number of uſeful 
Books, he gave Directions to ſearch 
for the Copics which might have been 

made of them; and after hie had ex- 


pended great Sums of Money 1n 


tranſcribing others, he eſtabliſhed this 
e-rraordinary Library in the City of 


Conſtantinople. 


Julian the Apoſtate, who fuc- 
cceded him in his Empire, but not 
in his Virtues, deſigned not only to 


deprive the Chriſtians of the Benetit. 


of that Library, but likewiſe of the 


Uſe 
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Uſe of Letters, and that for polii- 
cal Reaſons ; for he was perſuaded, 
univerſal Ignorance would ſoon put 


an End to that Sect, as he call 2 it 


But God, through his infinite Good- 
neſs, fruſtrated that wicked Delign, 
by cutting off that wicked Prince, 
who was certainly a profound Scho- 
lar, as well as a great Captain; and 
though he would not allow the Chri. 
ſtians the Uſe either of Books or 
Libraries, yet he founded two great 
Libraries, one at Conſtantinople, the 
other at Antioch, with the follow - 
ing Inſcription in the Frontiſpieces, 


with which ſome have been ſo well 


pleaſed, that they made uſe of it 
on like Occaſions, It is in thetic 
Words; 


Alu quidem equos amant, ali 
aves, alii feras ; mihi vero d pue- 
rulo, 


C03] 


rulo, mirum acquirendi 2 pofſiden- 
di libros inſedit deſidertum. 


But whatever Pains that Emperoc 
ook to deſtroy the Conſtantinopoli- 
tan Library of Conſtantine the Great, 
Theodoſtus the younger was no leis 
aſliduous in augmenting it; for it 
conſiſted of no more than fix Thou- 
ſand Volumes in the beginning, but 
through his Care and Magnificence 
ir was afterwards augmented to a 
hundred Thouſand : But above one 
half of them were burnt, through 
the Malice of the Emperor Leo 
/auricus, fo famous for his Ha- 
red to Images. 


This Theodo/ins was fo zeatous "4D 
improving and adorning his Library, 
that he tranſcribed ſeveral Books of 
the New Teſtament, and the Works 
of ſeveral of the Fathers, to remain 
tere as s Memorials, as Well of his 


Zeal, 


[| { 34 
118 Z.cal, as hisInduſtry : And his Con. 
| | ſort the Empreſs Athenazs, Daugh- 
[| ter of Leontius the Philoſopher, con- 
|! tributed not a little towards that wy 
is dable Deſign, by the great Number 
| of her fine Poems upon the Victories 
of Theodoſius and Arcadius, whic! 


were no {mall Embelliſhments to that 
Library, where were the Works of 
St. Ambroſe, St. Athanaſins, St. John. 
Parriarch of Conflantmople, St. Cy- 
ral, St. Auguſtin, St. Leo, St. Pa- 
fil, St. Gregory, St. Dennis, St. Ii, 
lary, St. Chry/oftom, and the Works 
of moſt of the Fathers. 
In that Library was depoſited the 
Copy of the tirſt Oecumenical Cor: 
cil of Nice, and the Writings which 
were made uſe of to convince the 
Hereticks, called Monothelites, Wee 
ta cen out of it. 


Ace! 
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A certain Ant informs us, that 
Homer's Works were there in Let- 
ters of Gold, and that it was burnc 
when the Library was deftroy'd by 
the Iconcluſts, or Image-breakers. 
There was, likewiſe, a Copy of the 

Coſpels, if we may believe another 
Author, with a Gold Covering, and 
adorned with precious Stones, the 
whole weighing about fifteen Pounds. 


CHAP: VI. 


Of the LIBRARIES of the barba- 
r0us, or dark Ages, of Chriſtianity. 


E are now arrivedat Time. 
when the Sciences, as well 
as all civilized Nations, 
were in danger ot being 


acKroy? d by the Gothe. Thoſe Bar: 
1 barians 
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(| barians not being content to m. 
War upon Men, but upon Book: 
alſo, burning them every Where 
without Quarter, as if they had 
been the real Objects of their Fury 
and they had certainly conſum'd then 
all, had not one of them, leſs bruy. 
tiſh chan the reſt, interpoſed, by |; - 
ſuading his Countrymen, it wou 
be much better for them to ſuit; 
their Enemies to keep their Boo!“ 
being trifling Amuſements, fit to rc 
der Men ſoft and cffeminatc. This 
made them deſiſt; bur I dont know 
whether his Counſel was ſalutary, 
leaſt, there is room to doubt of i; 
It had, however, a good Effect to: 
the preſent, ſince it preſery'd a gre: 
many valuable Works; but the Ba. 
barians were not reſtrained by it from 
depriving us of a great many othe:-, 
which probably might clear up a mu 
tituge 
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titude of Facts and Paſſages that are 
z0w very obſcure. 

it is very likely, that thoſe Brutes 
were puſh'd on, to deſtroy Books, 


by no other Motive but Spleen, or 


pure Malice, ſince it produced no 
Advantage or Profit to theraſelves ; 
> that we have no Libraries to ſearch 
after in that Period, but ſuch as eſca- 
ped the Fury of thoſe mexcileſs Mon- 
iters of the North. 

The firſt that falls in the way, is 
that of the Learned Caſſlodorus, Fa- 
vourite and Miniſter ro Theodoric 
King of the Goths, who ſcttled in 
lialy, generally called the Offro- 


zoths, That illuſtrious Courticr be- 


ing tatigued with the Adminiſtrati- 


on of publick Affairs, which he had 


conducted for many Years with great 
Prudence and Succeſs, retired to a 


[ 2. | Mo- 
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Monaſtery, which he built on pur 
pole to paſs away the Remainder gt 
his Days in Prayer and Study, It wa: 
there, he founded a noble Library to! 
the Monks who lived with him, 
he tells us himſelf, in the Preface t 
his Book of Orthography. Much 
about that Time, Pope Hillary, th: 
firſt of that Name, founded two L.. 
braries in the Churchof St. Stephen 
and Pope Zachary the Firſt reſtored 
that at St. Peter's, according ty 

Pain... 
Some time after, Charlemagn: 
form'd his in the Ifle of Barba, nca: 
Lions. Paradin tells us, he furpi- 
ed it with a great Number of Books 

finely bound: Ard Sabellicus, 
well as Palmerius agrec, that le 
placed there, amongſt other Manu- 
ſcripts, that of St. Tennis's Works, 
| which 
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which the Emperor of Conſtanti- 
nople had {ent him, as a valuable 


Preſent ; and that Charlemagne had 
it tranſlated by John Keie, who. 


then taught in Paris But this was 
not the ſame Srotus who wrote ſo 


much againſt St, Thomas Aqurnas ; 
ir Was another much more ancient, 


whom his Scholars kill'd with cheir 


Pcnknives, for expoſing ſome Errors 
which had crept in amongſt the Chri- 


ſtians of his Time. 


It is likewiſe reported, that Charle- 


nague honour'd his Library with Co- 
pics of the Old and New Teſtament 
in Greek and Jyrzac, corrected by 


himſelf; for, according to ſome Hi- 


torians, he was well skill'd in theſe 
Languages, and in all the Sciences: 
dome, indeed, perſuade us, that it 
was Leros de Bonnenir his Son, that 

„ COIs 
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corrected thoſe Works, which ſeems 
to be moſt probable, Ir is, however 
very certain that Charlemagne Was a 
Prince of great Erudition : But! 


+ 


am in ſome Doubt, whether tlie 
World has not attributed too much 


to him: itmuſt, indeed, be grant 
ed that he erected ſeveral Collegiate 
Convents in Germany, and furnii!- 


: ed them with compleat Libraries to: 


che Inſtruction of Youth : Amongi! 
others, that at Sf. Gal in Switzer 
land, which was yery much eſteem 
ed. There was another eſtabliſhes 
at Fulda by Pepin, through the Ad- 


vice of Bonefacius, the Apoſtle 


Germany, and afterwards very muc!; 


improved by Charlemagne. It wa 


in that famous Monaſtery that & 


banus Maurus and Hildebert live: 
and ſtudied together. There ws 


ano 
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another Library at L4wriſſen, near 
Worms : But that whichCharlemagne 
founded at his Palace at Aix la Chap» 
elle, excelbd all the reſt; yet upon 
his Death-bed he order'd it to be ſold, 
and the Money to be diſtributed a- 
mongſt the Poor. 


Lewis the Pious, his Son, ſuc- 4 
ceeded him as well in his Great and q 

| Generous inclinations, as in his Em- 9 
pire He cheriſhed the Arts and Sct- 1 
ences with all his Eftorts; and we. ji 
may ſay, they reigned with him: The 0 \ 
* Monoteſſeron, which Luther boaſt. | 
cd to have had in his Power, and 1 
has fince been depoſired in the Li- 4 3 
brary of Leipſic, was of that Princes N 3 
compoſing and though he did # N 
not found Libraties 10 render his 1 
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Memory more glorious in the Woria 


vet it muſt be acknowledged, he 


made a great Addition to his Fa— 
ther's. | 

There were ſeveral illuſtrious Per. 
ſons in England at that Time, Wao 


not only collected Books, but like- 
wiſe compoſed a great Number; and 


Ireland may be ſaid to haye been, 
then, the Scat of the Muſes, ſince 
ſhe ſupplied al! Europe with Meu, of 


Learning, to teach the Sciences; no 
was Religion and Virtue leſs cultiva- 


ted in that Iſland, then called Ife 
Sanflorum & Dotftorum : But we 
have unſortunately loſt moſt of their. 
Works, through the Iniquity of 
Time, Indolence, or the Fury of 
Norrhern Pyratcs, who ravaged that 
Country for many Years, and de- 
ſtroy'd every ching that carried an 


Um 


- 
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Umbrage of Literature. Nor mult 
we forget the famous Alcuiuus, Pre- 
ceptor to Charlemagne, who came 
0 Paris with ſeven or eight of his 


Companions, to teach ſuch as were 


inclinable to Learning. 
Amongſt other Loſſes, that of the 
Great Library founded at York by 


Egbert, Archbiſhop of char City, 


can never be enough regretted. It 


was burnt with the Cathedral, the 


Monaſtery of Sr. Mary, and ſeve- 


ral other Religious Houſes, in the 


Acign of King Stephen. Alcuinus 
mentions that Library in his Epiſtle 
to the Church of England. 
There was, at that Time, a Per- 
on whoſe Name was Walter; his 


Care and Labours contributed not a 


little towards Founding the Library 
of the Monaſtery of Sr. Alban, which 
was 
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was very conſiderable. There was 
another e d by the Dani 
Pyrates. 


The Library collefiedin the XII ch 
Century, by Richard de Burg, Bi- 
ſhop of Durham, Chancellor ar 
High Treaſurer of England, deſerve: 
the greateſt Encomiums. That wor- 
thy Prelate was much enamonr': 
with Books, of which he made © 
large Collection, and read them with 

a fervent Zeal, he wrote a * Trea- 
fs where he teaches the Method oi 
furniſhing a Library in a ſhort ſpace 
of Time, and repreſents Books as 
faithful Preceprors, in theſe Words 


Hi ſunt Magiftri, qui nos iu. 
ſtruunt 

S$;ne virgis, & ferulis, ſme c. 

| lera; 


® Philiobiblion, 


Cine 
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Sine pecunta ; ſt at ced? , nom dor- 
miunt, 
Hz inquiris, non fe ander non 
Obmurmurrant,ſt 7 oberres; ; cachin- 
u | 17 5 
Neſcrunt, ſi nores. 


But we muſt obſerve, there was, 
at that Time, a very great Sterrility, 
ii We may take the Freedom to uſe 
thar Expreſſion, in the Common- 


wealth of Learning; the Monks 


1aving declared War againſt Books, 
as the Goths had done . am 
not Entering upon the Cauſes of the 
gnorance of thoſe Days, nor fhall 


give any Examples of the ſurprizing 


 Heignr to which it arrived. Thoſe 
WhO have any Curioſity that way, 
May confale Ludovicus Vives, Me- 


aullhhon and Eraſmus. It will be 


enough to ay, that Literature was 
then 


gt : <a” 
IS 229 


96 J 
then in ſuch a languiſhing State :;: 
Germany, that a Prieſt was heard g 
baptize In Nomine Patria, Files, 
& Spiritus Sancta. 
This raiſed a great Controverſy 
amongſt the Doctors of that Time 
as if the Baptiſin was invalid: A! 
length the Diſpute was carried befor 
Pope Zachary, who was for tt: 
Affirmative, looking upon the good 
Intention of che Prieſt to be {uit 
cient. 
So that in that Age of Ignorance 
and Stupidity, we muſt rather expec 
the Deſtruction than the forming = 
Libraries: And in Effect 'tis report 
ed that ſome Prieſts having ſaccced- 
ed the Monks of a certain Abbey 
Germany, they conſumed the WHDe 
Revenue of the Houſe, without (pa 
ring even the Library, though it wa: 
one of the beſt furniſh'd in theWorl:. 
| But 
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Bat as there is no General Rule 
without Exception; {o we may fay, 
that Darkneſs was not fo univerſal o- 
ver all Europe, but that a Canton of it 
might be found in Poſſeſſion of Learn. 
ing: It was Greegy, whither the Sci- 
ences fled for Refuge under Conſtan- 
time Porphyrogenitus, Emperor of 
Conſtantmople. 

That Great Prince was the Patron 
of the Muſes, nor were his Subjects 
leſs indulgent to them, of ſuch In- 
fucnce is the Example of a Gover- 
nor. This raiſed a multitude of 
learned Men in Greece, and the Em 
peror,to gratify his Paſſion for L earn 
ing, employ d certain Perſons to ſearch | 
after Books, every where, of which 
he founded a magnificent Library 
for the Publick. He employed a 
great part of his Time in making 
Common: places of every thing he 

. found 
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found valuable in Authors, and re- 
ducing them under certain Titles and 
Chapters: He likewiſe contrived 5 
Method of ranging together all the 
Authors that treated upon the fam- 
Subjects, with a Summary of each; 


Y ſo that at one View, Examples might 
* be drawn from them as from a Storc- 
| | houſe, upon any Topick or Emes 
ö rannte 91 34 


1 CHAP. VI. 
| Of 7he LIBRARIES Hat have bes. 
Founded ſince the barbarous-Ages. 


HE Sciences Were com- 
FT 8 pell'd to deſert Greece. up- 
on the Turks taking Con. 
ſtantinople. That Cata- 
ſtrophe produced a ſurprizing Change 


11; 


e 
in the Commonwealth of Learning, 
Greece, fo celebrated for Literature 
during fo many Ages, was ſoon over- 
caſt with Ignorance and Barbariſm, 
when ſhe fell under the Dominion 


of the Infidels. On the other hand, 
as the Corruption of one thing is 
the Generation of another, to uſe 


the Language of the Schools, the 
other Parts of Europe begun to cul- 


tivate the Arts and Sciences, after a 


long Courſe of brutiſh Ignorance 
and Darkneſs. 

The Taking of Conſtantinople for- 
ced a great Number of learned Cre. 
c(ians to fly for Refuge to Italy, France, 
and Germany, where they were Kind- 


ly receiv'd, and where they tauglit 


with great Succeſs: As Theodore 
Gaza, Emanuel Chryſoloras, George 
Trebizonde, Laſtaris, Beſarion, 
John Argyrapilus, appointed. Pre- 
K 2 ceptor 
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ceptor to Lawrence de Medicis, by 
us Father Coſino de Medicis, with 5 


great Number of others, diſtinguiſh- 


cd for their Merit and Learning, b, 
whoſe Care and Induſtry the Weit 
Part of Huropè made great Progreſs 


in all Branches of Literature; which 


made Argyropitus ſay, upon hearing 
the learned PRenchlin, Grætia noſtra 
exilio iranſuolactit Alpes Which 
mult be attributed to the great Num- 
ber of good Books they brought to 
us, beſides their Language, which en- 
abled us to read their Authors, where 
we found Treafures of excellent Leatr 


ing: So that we mult naturally c= 


pect Works of Literature and LI 


braries in that Age fo favourable 


Letters, the Glory of which ſhout! 


be attributed ro the Princes then 


reigning; for nothing is more unde 


_ niable than this, that the generous lu 


clinations 
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clinations and Conduct of Princes 
give Life and Vigour to Learning and 
Induſtry, in all well regulated Go- 
vernments: So that we may ſay, 
in whatever Period of Time the 
World received new Lights or Im- 
provements in Learning, the Obli- 
gation is owing to the Humour of 
Princes, who derived more Glory 
from their Knowledge than their 
Scepters. N 
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V 
Of the LIBRARIES of Denmark 


and the North. 


PERS Zo . . ER 1 
Gn T 5 Libraries at #& openinagen. 
: > =" 4 an 7 8 = a 
6 Ihe firſt that was found 
4 =P 


ed there was that of HH: 


ry Rantzan, a Daniſh Gentleman, 


of whole illuſtrious Family was de 
ſcended the renown'd Marthal Razr. 
Zan; and we may ſay, they were as 
much diſtinguiſhed for cheir Love of 
Learning, as their Military Exploits, 
That Great Man who founded the 
Library of Copenhagen, Was ſo muc}: 
cnamour «d with Books, that Readins 
was his darling Pleaſure, Which he 

inti- 
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intimates in the following elegant 


Lines that diſcover his Judgment, 5 45 
well as his fine Taſte. 25 


Satvete rob mes libellt ; 
Meæ delicie, mei Lepores, 


Quan vos ſepe ocntrs od ag 7- 


dere, 


Et tritos manibus genere No) Aris: 2 


Tot vos eximin, tot eruditi, 
Prifer lumma ſæculi & recentis, 
Confecere viri, ſuaſque vobis 
Auſe eredere lucubrationes ; 

Et ſperare decus perenneſeriptis : 
Neque hac irrita ſpes fefeilit illos. 


Beſides Rant zau's Library, there 


1s a very extraordinary onc in the 


Univerſity of Copenhagen, Which has 
been augmented from Time to Time 


by the Liberality of ſeyeral Benc = 
factors. 


Chriſti 


242 ho - _ 7 4 op 
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Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, found 
ed a fine Library at Stockholm, where 
may be ſeen one of the firſt Tran- 
ſcripts of the Alcoran; or, accord- 
ing to ſome, the Original, which one 
of the Turkiſh Sultans ſent to the 


Roman Emperor; but the Story doc: 


not ſcem very probable. 
Poland alſo may boaſt of her Li- 
braries, having two that are ver) 


5 conſiderable, one at Vina, founded 
by ſeveral Kings of Poland, accord. 


ing to Cromer and Bogius; and tþ: 
other at Cracow. 
Nor can we fay leſs of Prafhc, 


the preſent King having a moſt maz- 


nificent Collection, which is not 
lictie adorned by a Manuſcript ©: 
Albert firſt Duke of Pruſſia, con- 


raining Inſtructions to his Son fo: 


governing his People, upon the Prin- 


_ ciples of Chriſtianity. 


s ** 
T nc 


1 | 

The Duke of Holſtein Gottorps 
Library is excceding beautiful, and 
well farniſhed with curious Books 
and Manuſcripts, and his Cabinet or 
Rarities can ſcarcely be excell'd. 

It is certain, there were no Books 
of Literature in Muſlouy, except 


ſome religious Tracts in Stlavonics 


which was once a very extenſiye Lan- 
guage, nor, ſcarcely, any Footſteps of 


of Learning in ſeveral Parts of that 


Empire, till the Reign of Peter the 


Great, to whoſe Immortal Glory it 


muſt be faid, hat amidſt Arins and 
War, he had nothing more at Heart 


than cultivating the Sciences; and 


no ſooner did he find himſelf diſen- 
gaged from a long and bloody War, 
put he form'd a Plan of eftabliſhing 
Academies in ſeyeral Parts of his 


Dominions : That at Petersburg 


deſeryes the greateſt Applauſe; there 
the 
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the Arts and Sciences are taught with 
Succeſs, the Profeſſors having latge 
Stipends and extenſive Privileges 
And that nothing might be Wanting 
to adorn it, that Great Prince and 
his Succeſſors ſettled a large Fund to: 
a Library, which is furniſhed wit 
Books in all the Sciences. 

The Royal Library at Peterſi:sf; 
is equal to any Prince's in Europe ; 
but we may ſay, the Cabinet of fc. 
cls, Curioſities, and Rarities, fur 
pafles any thing of. the kind except 
thoſe of Lerſaities and Florence : 
And, to the Honour of the Princes 
who now fills the NRuſſian Throne, 
it mult be faid, that her Glory is n 
leſs brilliant for her ſurprizing Suc- | 
ceſſes in War, than a juſt and ſincerc 
Regard to the Intereſt of Learning. 


CHAT. 


CHAP, VIII. 
1 LIBRARIES of 7he Ne- 


therlands. 


HE Publick Library at Am- 
Nor IQ ferdam would be much 
SY more uſeſul than it is, 
= were the Books ranged 
more methodically ; but the Misfor- 
tune is, they cannot be peruſed with- | 
out. too much Trouble: The Col- 
iection is, however, very valuable. 
The Jeſuits Library at Antwerp, 
and that of the F. ranciſcan Monks 
are very curious. 
There are thee Collections of 
Looks at Bruſſels, Deventer, and 
Dorcum in Meſl. Frieſſand, where 
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is to be ſeen the Manuſcript of the 
Goſpels which St. Bonzface, he 
Apoſtle of Germany, made uic 
of in converting the People of that 


Country, where he ſuffer'd Mar. 


tyrdom with fifty-two of his Com- 
panions. Guichardim: tells us, thai 
all the Deſcendants of the Murder- 
ercrs of that Saint haye a white 


Wart upon their Faces: Bur I will 


not warrant the Truth of this Re- 
lation. 5 
The Monks of St. Peter have a 


Library at Ghent, as have alſo the 


Dominicans and the Carmelites. 
There is a Library at a Monaſte- 


ry between Dunkirk and Neupor. 


which is faid to be very famous tc: 
its great Number of Manulcriprs. 
That at Gemblours is in great 
Eſteem, on account of its ancicnt 
Manuſcripts, to which Eraſmus anc 
| e teyer? 


4 
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{eyeral learned Writers had often 
recourſe. 

The Library at Harderwick! is no 
leſs celebrated for its curious Col- 
lection of Syriac, Arabick, and Chi- 
neſe W. ritings. 

That at Tores was burnt by the 
Image-Breakers, but it was after- 
wards re-eſtabliſhed. 

There are at Liege the Libraries 
of the Abbeys of St. James and St. 
Henodib] 

There is a Manuſcript Bible in 
that at Louvain, Which Cardinal 
Heſſurion beſtow'd upon the Doctors 
of that Place, in Acknowledgment 
tor the kind Reception chey gave 
aim. 

The Aires Library in the ſame 
Place is very famous for a Number 
of Greek Manuſcripts, a great part 
of which was the Gift of Juſtus 


L ___ bipfus, 


Le 


Lipſius, who had a Library much 


more valuable for the Choice o 


Books than their Number. He let: 
his Greek Manuſcripts co the Fathers 


of the Convent of Loauvam, and 


the Remainder to his Siſter's Son. 
The Library of Anthony Thyſis, 
at Leyden, was firſt private, and af- 


terwards Publick ; and was beſtow'd 


upon the celebrated Univerſity found- 
ed thereby Willaam Prince of Orange. 
It is highly eſteem'd for its Greet, 
Hebrew, Chaldean, Syriac, Perji- 
an, Armenian, and Rufſian Manu- 
ſcripts, which Jaſeph Scaliger be- 
queathed to that School, where he 
was, many Years, Profeſſor: Nor 


is the Complutenſian Bible a final 


Ornament to it: It was given by 
Philip the Second of Spain, to the 
Prince of Orange, who made a Pre- 
ſent of it to the Univerſity, The 

e 


A 


E 
Library has been very much im- 
proved by that of Holmannus the 
Second, Who was Divinity-Profeſſor 
in the Univerſity. Colius has pub- 
liſhed a Catalogue of all the Manu- 
ſcripts in that Library. There are 
ſeveral other conſiderable Libraries 
in the Netherlands, paricularly at 
Middleburgh, Tongeren, Utrecht, 
and Zutphen, which are to be more 
eſteem'd on the ſcore of their Ufe- 
fulneſs than their Number, as was 
obſerv'd before of ſeveral other Col- 
ections. . 
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"CHAP. Ix 
Of the moſt valuable LIERAR IA 
in Germany, 


HA at ['rankfort up- 
on the Oder, is much 
eſteemed; as is the LI. 

e ee -At Leigh ck, con- 
ſiſting of the Manuſcripts of the 


three Monaſteries, called in Latis, 


Celenſe, Pergamenſe, Chemmiſenſe : 


Moſt of which are wrote upon 


Parchment. A Catalogue of then 


was printed at Leipſic in 1670. 


The Library of Strasburgh is ve 
ry conſiderable; it was begun by 
Otho Biſhop of that Place, who was 
deſcended from the Earls of Fran- 


conia, ſo well known in Hiſtory. 
Ihe 
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The Library of the Prince of An. 


halt deſerves our Notice; Henry 
| Kitzius has given us a Cataloguc 
5 e 

The Duke of Mertenburgh's has 
been very much augmented by the 
Collection which Fohbn-brederick,. 
Elector of Saxony, beſtow'd upon 
um. 3 ͥ 
There is a Library at Tubnigen. 
which was not a line improved by 


that of Levis Grempius the Civi- 
ian, which he bequeathed ro the 


Academy of that City. 


There is one at Baſil in Switzer» 


land, where may be ſeen. a Manu- 


ſcript of the New Teſtament, in 


Letters of Gold; which was yery 
uſeful to Eraſinus in correcting the 
Verſion of that Divine Book. 
L 3 The 


** 
. 
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The 1 of Hlelmſtad is very 


Curious. 


That of the Elector of Babaria 


is worthy of that Prince's Great Sou], 


who can poſſeſs nothing that is no 
magnificenc. It conſiſts of eleyc:; 
Thouſand Volumes, adorned wi.“ 
every thing that is ſplendid. 

The Libraries of Jena, Turinges, 
and Lævingen in Swabia, are very 
conſiderable, 

The Library of the Duke of /+/- 
fenbuttet conſiſts of the Libraries of 
Marquardus Freherus, Joachim (.li. 
ten, and other curious Colicctor: 


It is very conſiderable in the Nuin- 


ber and Goodneſs of the Books, an. 
the Manner of diſpoſing and placing 
them; which is perform'd to che 
greateſt Advantage. It conſiſts, s 
Jam inform d, of one hundred ar“ 

| {ixtoca 


„ „ 
teen Thouſand Volumes, and two 
Thouſand Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew Manuſcripts. | - 


That of his Pruſſian Majeſty con- 
fiſts of more Books than the Puke 


of MWolfenbuttel's, and they are, be- 
ſides, much better bound. ; 
The Archbiſhop of Jaltzhirgh's 
very beautiful. 
The Elecor Palatine”s is not ſo 
iaconſiderable as it was formerly, 


but it is well furniſhed with a great 
Number of Books. 


There is a Library at Ratisbon, 
where, amongſt other Curioſities, 
there is a Manuſcript of the New 
Teſtament in Gold Letters. 

We mult not forget the Libraries 
of Eraſmus, D'amesbach, and Feche 
at Baſil, 


We 
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We ſhall conclude this Chapter 
with his Imperial Majeſty's Librar, 
at Vienna, containing an hundred 
© Thouſand Volumes: Nor is this fur 
prizing, when we conſider, it ha 
been augmented from Time to lime 
witntwelve Libraries of learned Men, 
Tacre are in ita prodigious Number 
of Manuſcripts in Greek, Hebrew, 
Arabic, Turkiſh, and Latin, 561 
Lambetius has publiſhed a Catalogue 
of the whole, and engraved the Fi- 
cures in the Manuſcripts, but the; 
are not of much Importance. 

This Library ow'd its Foundation 
to the Emperor Maximilian, in thi. 
Year 1480. It is depoſited in eiglit 
large Apartments, contiguous 10 
which there is another for Medals 
and other Curioſities; the moſt re. 
markable of which is a large Baton 
of Emerald, 
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This Library was very much a: TILES 
mented and enriched by the late 
Prince Eugene's, conſiſting of one 
hundred and fifty Thouſand Volumes. 


There are a great many other ya- 
luable Collections in the Hands of 
private People in Germany ; but I 
think there has been enough ſaid of 
the Libraries of that Country, and 
lo we will proceed to thoſe of France. 


| CHAP. X. | 
O che LiBRaRlEs of France. 1 
TED; {1 ER E are a great Num = 
5-03, ) ber of beaniful Collecti- 1 
1 40 
ons in Normandy. The 1 
ws Jeſuites have two at Roan 1 


of great Value. The Cordeliers 
have another at Caen, and that of 
the 
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the Monks of Ardenne is furniſhcd 
With a large Number of good Books. 
There is one at Orteans for the 
Uſe of the Germans. The Dom:- 


_nicans have another at Lious, which 


was St, Pagninuss, where Situs 
of Siena tells ue, he tawithe Fourth 
Book of the Maccabees in a Gres“ 1 
Manuſcript. 

There is 4 Library in the Monaſte- 
ry of St. Francrs, near Angers. 

There is a Library at Geneva, it: 
which are a great Number of anci- 
ent Books, amongſt others, 2 Frezzc 
Bible above three Hundred Years 


old. 


There was formerly at Aix, a fa- 
mous Library of M. Peireſques, 


Counſellor of the Parliament of that 


Place, and one of the moſt generous, 


as well as moſt curious Gentlemen 


of 
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of the Age. Gaſſendus wrote his 


Life, and has left us a Deſcription 


of his * which was fold at 


Parts. 


The Jeſuites Library at Tournon 
is very conſiderable. 


M. Madron, one of the Coun- 
{lors in the Parliament of Tholoufe, 


had a very fine one. 


At Dijon are thoſe of M. de la 
Marre and M. Lentin, both Men 
of conſummate Merit. 

The King's Library at Paris is al- 
moſt ineſtimable, and indeed that 


City might be called New Athens, 
the Seat of the Muſes, whilſt it was 


under the Protection of one of the 
Greateſt Kings 'that ever was, who 
made it his principal Study to culti- 


vate Letters and reward Men of 
— Tearning, 


| There 
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There is nothing wanting to com 
pleat this Library, which is equal to 


any in the World in Number and 


Goodneſs of Books and Manuſcript: 


in all Languages. 


I will not amuſe the Reader Wit 
a Detail of every thing ſingular o. 
extraordinary in that Collection, 
regard to the great Expence of Jimi 
which muſt be employ'd in fuch u 


Undertaking. It may be ſufficient 
to obſerve, "har M. Colbert omi. 


ted nothing that might either aug 
ment or embellifh it, to gratify the 
generous Inclinations of his Auguſt 
Maſter. There is a great Number 


of Hebrew Manuſcripts in chat LI. 


brary, part of which were Af. Gan. 
mius's. Theſe in Arabic, Greet 


and Latin, arc ſaid to be no leſs than 


ren Thouſand, excluſive of thoſe that 
regard 
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regard the Hiſtory and Affairs of the 


Kingdom. 
There are above few Thouſand 


printed Books, all, or moſt of them 
yery valuable; as is the Collection 


of Medals, which ſurpaſſes any other 
in the World, except that at Flo- 
rence, there being great Numbers in 


all Sizes and Metals, as well ancient 


as modern. There likewiſe may be 
ſeen M. Villeloin's Book of Prints, 
the Manuſcripts of Count Bethune, 
ihe Tomb of CHilderic, a great Num- 


ber of graved Stones, curious Shells, 
and ſeyeral Books of Miniature, and 
the famous Burning-Glaſs knowneve- 


ry where for its ſurprizing Effects. 
There we ſee likewiſe the Collecti- 
on of Books of the Great Prince of 
Conde, who join'd the Love of Arms 
with that of the Sciences, few Prin- 
ces having ever excell d him either 
: M | in 


2 — 
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in War or in Knowledge, It is fur- 


niſhed with a great Number of ex- 


cellent Books and Greek and Latin 
Manuſcripts. It was begun by his 


Father, one of the moſt learned Met 


of his Time; and the Son inheri:. 


ing his great Genius, was very aſſt. 
dudus in enlarging it. 

Paris may likewiſe boaſt of the 
late Cardinal of Bonz{lon's Library, 


which was augmented by that of the 
Academy of Sedan, which the late 


King beſtow'd upon him, and which 


was well furniſhed with good Books 


and Manuſcripts : So that this Li- 
brary was not inferior to any in Eu. 
rope in the Hands of a Subject. Bu: 
that Cardinal having had the ill For- 
tune to loſe the Favour of Leuis XIV. 
and to be baniſhed, his Books were 
carried away to encreaſe che King's 


| Library. 


Car- 


TOMS 

Cardinal Mazarine's Library muſt 
not be paſted over in Silence, fince 
few exceeded it: But it was almoſt 
entirely deſtroy'd, during the Siege 
of Paris, and the Calamities of that 
Time. After the Storm was allay'd, 
great Diligence was uſed to recover 
the Books that were carried away by 
Theft, or Violence; which had fo 
good an Effect that the Library was 
ſoon re-eſtabliſhed, and is now in 
great Eſteem: But it is certain, the 
beſt Books were taken away to en- 
rich the King's Library; the Re- 
mainder is in the College of the Four 
Nations, and is placed in a very beau - 
tiful Situation. It is given out, there 
are no leſs than ten Thouſand Vo- 
lumes in it wrote by Proteſtant Au- 
thors. This Library, which was 
. formerly look'd upon to be one of 
the compleateſt in Europe, was ſoon 

M 2 finiſhed ; 


r 


n 
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finiſhed, though there were fifty 
Thouſand Volumes in it; nor mutt 


we forget to obſerve that it was 


founded upon that of M.Deſcordes. 

There is a prodigious Number of 
other Libraries in Paris which are 
very conſiderable, and which ſuc!: 
Strangers as have a Paſſion for Let— 
ters ought neceſſarily to viſit. 

M. Galois, in his Treatiſe of L. 
brar ies, mentions ſeveral private ones 
but moſt of them have chang'd Hands, 


and the Publick would, undoubted- 


ly, be highly obliged to any curi- 


ous Perions who would publiſh « 
Catalogue of ſuch Collections as 
have changedeither Places or Maſters; 
in the mean Time we have thought 
proper to exhibit the following: 


M. Co- 
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M. Colbert's, 


The Archbiſhop of 


Paris's, 

NM. Seguier ss, 

M. Talor's, 

M. Biznow's, 
The Biſhop of Co- 
—_naltuss, 

- M. Huet's, 
Abbot Bourdelol's, 
M. Juſtel's, 

M. Du Puts's. 

M. Pormentus's, 
M. Merida's, 
M. Giraud's, 

M. Char pentier's, 
M. Faure's, 

M. D' Herouval's, 
M. Croſne“s, 

M. Moreau's, 

P. Petau's, 

M. Feubert's, 

P. Malbrauche's, 
M. Hennequius's, 


M 3 
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M. Thevenear's, 
M. Rou edu s, 
M. Foreroi's, 
M. Barrillox's, . 


M. Morangti's, 
P. Lamvignon's, . 
PF. de Memes's, 


de Thot's, 

. Fippe's, 

. Salo's, 
Lettie s, 

. Boncherat's, 

. Canmariiufs, . 
de Laulnai's, . 
. Villeltus's. 


M. Nuble's, 


M. Brodeau's, 


M. L' Eſcuyer's, | 
M. Guenegauds, . 


M. Renuuard's, . 


M. Loitn's, 

M. Fouquel's, 
M. AMole's, 

M. Cordeau's, 
M. RI. 
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M. Chandelier's, 
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M. Har di's, 

M. Magrini's, 

M. Calgr?s, 

And many others, 
Here we muſt obſerve, that nn 

Collection of Books has a Right to 


M. Ribaudbu's, 
M. Lambiy's, 
M. Du Freſub's, 


be put into the Rank of Librarics, 


except it contains a great Number of 


Volumes, and is diſtributed into cet- 


tain Claſſes, to avoid Confuſion. 
But as it may be difficult for a pri- 
vate Perſon to have every thing that 
is neceſlary to form a Library; it is 
ſufficient for him to make a Collect: 
on of ſuch choice Books as are i" 
Eſteem with the judicious, 

Such choice Collections are fit on- 
ly for Cabinets, of which there are 
ſome very curious in the Hands of 


private People ; particularly that o- 
M. Clements, who has a Quantity 


of Books of. Devices and Carouſels 
| Which 


l 
which, perhaps, cannot be found to. 
gether in any other private Perſon's 
Hands, nor perhaps in any Prince's. 


M. Je Marchaud's Father left him 


four hundred Volumes of Plants, all 
very extraordinary; which was a very 


curious Collection for a private Perſon. 


We ſhal! now conclude our Re- 


lation of the Terzs Libraries, with 
thoſe of the Religious Societies, where 
there is a very great Number. 


The firſt is that of the Sorbonne, 


and may, without Contradiction, be 
ſaid to be one of the moſt flourith- 
ing in Europe. It conſiſts of that of 
he Houſe, (which was, indeed, ve- 
ry inconſiderable) M.Deſroche's, and 


the Duke of Richelzen's: So that it 
mult be very magnificent, as wel! for 


Number as Goodneſs, There are in 
it, all Editions of the Holy Scriptures, 
With a great many Manuſcripts in He- 


brew 
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brew, and other learned Languages. 
There 1s another Library in the 


uppermoſt Apartment of the Houſe, 


which is well furniſhed with a great 


Number of uſeful Books. 


The ſecond valuable Library v1 


the Religious Socictics in Paris is 


that of the College of Navarre, 
which formerly was not inferior in 


any reſpect to that of the Sorbonne, 


nor, indeed, to any other, either o. 
Number of Books, or Rarity o 


Manuſcripts, of which they have no 


{mall collection. It is reported, there 
are in this Library two ancient Ma- 
nuſcripts of St. Paul's Epiſtic to 
the People of Laodicea. 

The third is that of St. V;for, 
which was eſtabliſhed by Francis 
for the Uſe of the Publick; and i: 


may, indeed, be juſtly ſaid, that it 


anſwers its Inſtitution, the Publick 
I" 


E 
ecelving great Benefit by it, I Will 
make no Encomiums upon it, ſince 
irs Value and Uſefulneſs are univer- 
jally known : It is enough to ſay, 
there are few Libraries furniſhed with 
better Books, having a great Num- 
ber of Latin Manuſcripts, with the 
Works of ſeveral Authors of the mid. 
dle Ages, who were educated in the 
Houſe. This Library was much im- 


proved by M. Bournowilles, who be- 


queathed all his Books to the Society. 

The fourth is that of the Jeſuites 
of the College of Clermont, which 
is likewiſe very conſiderable, eſpe- 
_ cially in Books of Philology: A- 


moneſt the reſt, the Hiſtory of Spain 


complete ; ſeveral Manuſcripts, par- 


ticularly, that of the leſſer Prophets, 
fincly adorn'd with Obelisks and 


Aſterisks. There are likewiſe in 
chat Library, ſeveral curious Medals. 


The 
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i | The fifthis thatof the Benediffine" 
| | | of the Abbey of St. Germans de: 


| Prez; which is not leſs conſiderable 
1 | | than the others, either in Numb: 
| 5 of good Books, or Antiquity of Ma- 
4. nuſcripts; amongſt which are St. Au- 
[Fi  guſtine's Works, thoſe of Peter 


Lombard, Maſter of the Sentences, 
i the Bible which, they ſay, was uſcd 
1 by the Cardinal of Lorraine and Be- 
Za, at the Conference of Poi/7 ; 4 
Book of Cyphers, which is attributed 
to Cicero, and which St. Cyprian is 
ſiiid to have made uſe of; a Book of 


16 Pſalms, which we are aſſured, the Em 
if peror Juſtin beftow'd upon St. Ger- 
it main, With a great many other an- 
1 cicat Manuſcripts, which render thc 
N | in Library very famous. 

1 | The ſixth is that of the Fathers o. 
Il | the Oratory, in the Street of Sr. Ho. 
ji i nore, to whom M. Sanci gave a great 


Number 


E 
Number of Hebrew Books, ima 
others, a Samaritan Peutateuch, 


which is very beautiful: There are 


alſo a great many Hebrew Bibles in 
that Collection which were bought 
or M. Sanci, by Rabbi Jacob, and 
Pietro de la Valle. 
The ſeventh is that of the Monks 
of $f, Genevieve. 
The eighth is that of the Bowes 


1ifines of the Abbey of St. Denis; 


but it is not ſo conſiderable as it was 


before the Wars of Paris, in which 


it {uffer'd very much. 

The ninth is the C ordeliers, which 
is reported to contain twelve Thou- 
{and Volumes; and on one fide of ir, 
is the Collection of Manuſcripts, moſt 
of them Greek, the greateſt part of 


which was given by Queen Catherine 
de Medicis ; and on the other ſide, 


are the Latin Manuſcripts which 


Were 
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were printed by Aldus Macnutin. 


and the J7zephens's. 


The tenth is that of the facobins 
in the Street of HF. Honore, which 
1s furniſhed with a Quantity of good 


Books, and ranged adyantageoui!y. 
Fame would have it there are ſome 


Manuſcripts of St. Auguſtine's Wor! 
in that Place. This Library is of 
late Foundation, and was compleat- 
ed in a very ſhort ſpace of Time 


and though itis already furniſhed With 


a great Number of Books, Jet It 1: 
427 improving. 

The eleventh is that of the Caps 
chins of Marais. 

The twelfth is that of the Al. 11445 
of Place Royale. © 

The thirteenth is that of the bare 
tooted Auguſtines. 

There are ſeveral other Librarics 
which are very conſiderable on ac 
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count of their Number of Books, 
their Antiquity, or Goodneſs, or the 
Scarcity and Value of the Manuſcripts. 


Such a great Number of Libraries 
verifies the Encomium I made before 


upon Paris, in ſaying, ſhe was the 


Athens of our Times, and the true 
Seat of the Muſes. There never was 


a City with fo many Libraries, not 


even Rome it (elf, in the Reign of 


_ Auguſtus, when Sciences were very 
much cultivated s which, in ſome 
- meaſure, demonſtrates that they re- 


ccived more Encouragement under 
he Government of Lewis XIV, but 
his Succeſſor, the preſent Trench 


King, has not hitherto diſcover d any 
Inclination either towards learned 


Men or Books. 
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CHAP. XL 


Of the L1BRARIES of Italy, and 


Fe the Vatican. 


REG HE RE is a celebrated I. 
T brary at Venice, general- 
ly called St. Mark's, where 
we are told the Goſpel o. 
that Evangeliſt, writ with his own 
Hand, is depoſited, having been 3 
longTime preſerv'd at Aquila, where 
he planted the Faith, and after wards 
removed to Venice. There are abun- 
dance of Manuſcripts in that Library, 
There arc likewiſe in thar City, 
the Libraries of Cardinal Beſſarion 
and Fetrarch, which thoſe two 
Great Men bequcathed to the Repub- 
lick: 
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lick; They are depoſited in the 
Place where the Mint is, and have 
been applied towards augmenting that 
which the State erected there, 

Some private People in Venice 
have very conſiderable Libraries, and 
ſome Communities likewtſe ; but I 
will not detain the Reader with a 
more particular Relation of either, wil 
in regard there is nothing in them Fu 
hat is ſingular or ſcarce, | 


Padua abounds wich Libraries; 1 nl 
it was indeed always celebrated for —_ 
its Univerſity and the great Number 
of learned Men cither born or edu- 
cated in it. 


There are in that Place the Libra- | | ] 
rics of St. Zuſtin, St. Anthony, St. 10 
Johm de Lateran. Sixtus of Siena 10 
tells us, he ſaw in the latter a Copy N 
of St, Paul's Epiſtle 10 the People | ; | 


I 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
i 
| 
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of Laodicea, and that he made a0 
Extract of it. 


The Library of the celebrated 70% 
Pinelli was at Padua not long 
ſince, and I cannot well proceed 
without ſaying ſomerhing of both. 
That Great Man ſettled at Padua 
as the Habitation of the Muſes, and 
died there in 1601. He had a pro- 
found Knowledge in all the Scien- 
ces, and a violent Inclination fo: 
collecting Books, but much more to 
read them for Improvement; as it 1s 
related in an Extract of his Life, 
which the late M. Patin, the Phy- 
H1ician, had in his Hands. 
But the Venetians being inform'd 
that P/nelli's Heirs were carrying a. 
way his Library tro Naples, they 
thought proper to ſeize the beſt Ma. 
nuſcripts in it. The Collection con 
liſted 
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ſiſted of an hundred Volumes, of 


which there were fourteen of Ma- 


nuſcripts, and above three hundred 
Commentaries upon all the Affairs 


of Italy. 


The Magiſttate 2 that was eraploy d 
in that Seizure endeavour'd to juſti- 
fy his Conduct by alledging, that al- 
though the Senate had indulged &ig- 
nor Pinelli with Priviled ze to diſpoſc 
of his Books, in regard to his Qua- 
lity and Merit, yer that it was for 
the Intereſt of the Republick, con- 


fidering the thorough Inſight he had 


of their Affairs, not to ſuffer the 
Obſervations that he had taken from 
their Archives or Records, to be pub- 


liſhed after his Death. But Pinellis 
Heirs having remonſtrated againft that 


Proceeding, the Senate contented 
themſelves wirh an hundred of his 


N; Com- 


. 
Commentaries, which were depo. 
fired in a particular Apartment wir! 
this Inſcription; ; 


Decerpta PER imperio Senatus, 


ex Bibliotheca Pinclliana. 


Pignorius is reported to have been 
the firſt Founder of the Library of 
Padua, in which are a multitude of 
Manuſcripts, and ThomaZzinus has 
favour'd us with a Catalogue of d 
whole, in his Bibliotheca. 

There is a magnificent Library at 
Ferrara, with a great Number ct 


ancient Manuſcripts, and other curi- 


ous Monuments of Antiquity, as. 


Statues, Paintings, Medals, Silver, 


Gold, and Braſs Coins, which were 
chiefly collected by Peter Ligorius, 


the famous Architect, and one of th 


moſt learned Men of his Time. 
But 
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But the moſt remarkable thing in 


this Library is the Tomb of Cælius 


Calcaguinus, who lived in 1249. 
This extraordinary Perſon was ſo 


much in love with collecting and 


reading Books, that he had no other 


Employment; but his Zeal carried 


him ſo far, that, like the Miſer who 
deſired to be buried in his Silver, our 


Italian would be interr'd in his Li- 


brary, which he bequeathed to the 


publick; and though the Publick has 


rarely been obfery'd to abound with 


an Exceſs of Gratitude, yet here they 


not only augmented their Patron's 
Library, but order'd the following 


inſcription to be engraved on the 
Frontiſpiece, in Honour to his Me- 


mory. 


Cum Celius Calcuaginus nihil 
114gis optaverii, qudn de omnibus, 


pro 
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large Store of Manuſcripts, 


pro fortune as ut, optinne Merer: ; 
decedens Bibliothecam, in qua mii 5 
t maximam ætatis partem egit, in 


forum civinm gratiam publicavit, 


in ea ſe condi mandavit. 


Some Author reports, that the Li- 
brary is now in the Convent of 74. 
cobines in that City, with this In- 
ſcription gpon tac Gate; 


Index tumuli Celi C ALA HI, 


qui ibidem voluit TR abi Jene 


per Vit. 


There are three fine Libraries in 
Bolog ua. 
I be fiſt is that of the Monaſtery 
of St. Michael, which is well fuc- 
niſhed with Books and Paintings. 
Ihe ſecond is that of the Church 
of St. Lawrence, where there is 


The 
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The third is the Domiuicaus, where, 
WC arg told, 18 LO be ſeen the Pen- 
tateuch wrote by Efdras, aſter the 
Deſtruction of the ſecond Temple, 
according to the Notion of the Feng. 
Ziſſard tells us, in his Hebrew 
Grammar, that he had often ſeen it, = 
and that it is in a very beautiful Cha- 
racter upon one long Skin: But 
Hottinger proves clcarly that this 
Manuſcript was never ©/dras's. 
At Naples, the Dominicans have 
2 fine Library, where the Works of | 
Pontanus are depoſited, of which F140 
his Daughter Eugenia made an Offer- -- 
ing to perpetuate the Memory of Wl 


her illuſtrious Father. 
The Library call'd St. Ambroſe 8 
ar Milan, was founded by Cardinal 1 
Frederick Borromeo; it conſiſts of 14 
above Ten Thouſand Manuſcripts, 
collected by Anthony O giati: And 
ſome 
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ſome aſſure us, it was angmentc.! 


with Pznelli's ; fo that we may ſay, 


it is not inferior to any we have men 
tion'd before: For, it contains forty- 


ſix Thouſand Volumes and tweive 


Thouſand Manuſcripts; at leaſt, that 


was the Computation ſome Years a- 


go; ſince which it has received great 
It is for the Uſe ot 


to conſult it on certain Days of the 


Week, There is a Librarian who 
is allow'd a Deputy, and whole Office 
it is to hand ſuch Books as are warit- 


ed, and to wipe off the Duſt : There 
is a Servant conſtantly attending; 
there is Paper and all other Conve- 
niencies for Strangers that would tak o 
"There 1s 
a Fund for the Maintenance of .,. 
Perſons of Learning, but the Nun 
ber has been lately reduced to four; 

ond 
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one is to tranſlate Greed, the other. 
to teach Hebrew, the third Ara- 
bic, and the fourth to make a Col- 
lection of whatever is valuable in 
Authors. 
Signor Jepralla has a fine Library 
of above 7000 Volumes, ranged to 
the greateſt Advantage. 
TheLibrary of the Dukes of Man: 
tua might be placed in the rank of 


the moſt curious in the World; it 


ſuffer'd indeed exccedingly during 
the War that broke out in Traly in 

1701, It may not however be impro- 
per to give ſome Account of it be- 
fore that Period. Amongſt other 
| Pieces of Antiquity, there was a 
| braſs Table with a great Number of 
Egyptian Cyphers, or Hierogly- 
phicks, and the Figures of O/pris, 
 Orns, Anubis, and Apis: It was 
ormerly Cardinal Hembo's s, who 
bought 
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bought it from a Farrier, upon the 
taking and ſacking of Rome by 
Charles V. It fell afterwards, by 
Chance, into the Hands of the Dukes 
of Mantua. It contains likewiſe 
a great many ſtrange Figures, un- 
der which are veil'd the Religion 
andWorſhip of the Zg yprians, which 
the learned Piguorius has very well 
decypher'd in the Explication he has 
given us of that Table, which hc 
believer to be the holy Table of ſome 
Temple of Js, at Rome, where 
they laid the Offerings made to tha: 
Goddeſs. 

The Great Duke's Library at Ho. 
rence contains every thing that 1s 
brilliant, curious, or ſuperb, It 4. 
bounds with a prodigious Numbe: 
of the moſt valuable Books and Ma- 
nuſcripts in all the learned Langua- 
ges, ſome of ineſtimable Value. Ihe 
; Sta. 
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Statues, Medals, Buſtos, and other 
Monuments of Antiquity, are with: 


out Number: To enter upon a com- 
pleat Deſcription or Hiſtory of this 
Library and Muſæum, would be 
Task enough for the ableſt Pen; and 
as I never had any other Intention 
in this Eflay, than to give a ſumma- 


ry View of the famous Libraries of 


the World, fo I think it enough to 
lay of that of the late Grand Duke's 
Collection, that if it be not the 


firſt, it may juſtly claim the ſecond 


Place of all the Collections that ever 
were, or perhaps ever will be. 1 
had almoſt forgot the ſacred Depoſi- 
tum Which is kept in the Chapel 


of the Court; it is the Goſpel of 
St. John, which is reported to have 
been wrote by his own Hand. 

What the Fate of this Library and 


Muſeum will be is uncertain, there 
9 being 
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being great Diſputes about them, be- 
tween the Court of Spain and th. 
preſent Grand Duke. 
There are two other Libraries in 
that City, one of which was found. 
ed in St. Lawrence's Church by 
Pope Clement VII. of the Houſe of 
Medlicis, and is furniſh'd with a great 
many Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
Manuſcripts. 

The other was ſounded by Coſmo 
de Medicis, in the Church of 8. 
Mark, belonging to the Facobiner. 

There is a very conſiderable Li- 
brary at Piſa, which we are told 
has been augmented with 8000 Vo. 
lumes that Aldus Manutius be- 
queathed to the Academy. 

Siena has a beautiful Collection 
0 of valuable Books. 
i The Library of the King of Sar- 
lf dinia at Turin, is very curious, and 
I Elpe- 
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eſpecially for the Manuſcripts of the 
famous Peter Ligorius, mention'd 
before, who made Deſigns of all che 
Antiquities of Italy. 55 

The Libraries of the Jacobiues 
and Minorites at Genoa, are very 
curious and well tanie 

Pope Nicholas V. founded a Li- 
brary at Rome, conſiſting of ſix 
Thouſand of the ſcarceſt and moſt 
valuable Books. Some tell us it was 
form'd by Sixtus Quintus, which 
may give room to conjecture, that 
that of Pope Nicholas was in ſome 
other Place, It is true, indeed, that 
the Books of the Library were diſper- 
ſed in the Pontificate of Calixtus III. 
who ſucceeded Pope Nicholas, but 
it was re-eſtabliſhed by Sixtus IV. 
Clement VII. Leo X. and Martin V. 
It was almoſt entirely deſtroy'd by 
the Army of Charles V. under the 
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Command of the Conſtable of Bou 
bon and Philbert Prince of Orangt, 
upon the taking of Roe, before the 
Pontificate of Sixrus Quintus: 
But that Pope who was a great Pa. 
tron to Letters, and a Man of con- 
ſummate Learning, not only reſtorcd 


the Library to its former Luſtre, bu: 


augmented it with a great Number 


of Books and excellent Manuſcripts. 


It was not founded at the Vatican 
by Nicholas V. but removed to that 
Place by Sixtus IV. and afterwards 


to Avis non, with the Holy Sce, by 
Clement V. and from thence carried 
back, in the Pontificate of Martin V 


to the Vatican, where it remains. 
It is generally acknowledged, tha 
it is not a little indebted, for it- 


Magnificence, to the Elector Pala- 


zine's Library, the Remainder ©! 
which was ſent to Rome to augmen 
: the 


„ 

the Vatican, after Count Tilly had 
taken Heidelberg, in the Year 1622. 
But ſome are of Opinion, and in- 
deed their Conjectures ſeem to be 


well founded, that Paul V. who was 


then Pope, had but a very ſiniall 
part of the Palatine Library, and 


that a very indifferent one too, the 
moſt yaluable Works having been 


carried off by ſeveral Perſons, parti- 
cularly the Duke of Bavaria. But 
to proceed; the Vatican Library 
(which Baronius compares to a Net 
that receives bad Fiſh as well as the 
good) is divided into three Parts : 
The firſt is publick, and eyery one 


has Liberty of conſulting it, for the 


ſpace of rwo Hours, upon certain 
Days. The ſecond Part is kept with 
more Privacy, and the third is only 


to be ſeen by ſome particular Per- 


ſons, and may be called, in ſome 


O3 mea: 
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meaſure,” the Sanctuary of the Ha- bs 


tican Library. 


Sixtus V. enriched it very much, 
having furniſhed it with ſuch aNum- 
ber of Books, that it may, in a man- 
ner, be called his own, It was paint- 


ed by his Authority, within and with- 
out, by the ableſt Painters of his Time 


All the Sciences and Virtues are repre- 


ſented without, under emblemtical Fi. 


gures; and within there are, Firſt, ll 
the Actions of his Life : Secondly, al 


the Councils from the firſt Miene, 


to that of Trent; and, underneath: 
are very curious Inſcriptions, con- 
taining in a few Words the Names 


of the Popes and Emperors, undes 
whom each Council was held, With 


a Summary of their Decrees and 
Tranſactions: Thirdly, all the fa 
mous Librarics of the World, repre- 

fe 
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ſented by painfed Books And un- 
derneath each, there is an Inſcription 
denoting the Order of the Time of 
Founding: In the Fourth and laſt 
Place, there are eight Columns with 11 
the Portraits of all thoiz that were 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for their Know- 
ledge, Induſtry, and Inventions, in 
the Improvement of Learning. 


Adam is repreſented upon the firſt = 
of thoſe Columns with this Inſcrip- 1 
tion; | 44 


Adam divinitus edoftus, primus 1 
ſcientiarum & litterar um Inventor 
That is, Adam being inſpired by 
God, was the ftrſt Inventor of Let- 
ters and Sciences. 
Seth is repreſented upon the ſe- 


cond Column, with his Children ; 
underneath are theſe Words, 
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Filii Seth columnis duabus rerum 
celeſtium aiſciplinam inſcripſerunt. 


The Sons of H. eth wrote the Know- 


ledge of things celeſtial upon two 


8 Abraham is repreſented 
with theſe Words underneath; 


Abraham Syrias & Chaldaica. 


litteras inbenit. 


Abraham invented the Syriac and 
Chaldean Letters. There we ſec 
Moſes with this laicription 3 . 


Moſes antiqnas [it teras Hebrai- 
cas inventt. 


Moſes invented the ancient He 


brew Letters; and after him, E/gras 


the Prieſt, who was Scribe of che 


People, with theſe Words; 


Eſaras novas Hebræorum hitters 


Eſdras 


. I 33 * 4 
7 ſdras invented the new /Tebrow 


Letters. 
The third Column has four Fi- 


Mercurins Triſinegiſtus, with theſe 
Words; 


ſerihlir. 


The Second is chat of the AHgypti- 
an Hercules, with this Inſcriprion 


Hercules * vptus Ph 1 
feras conferipſh it. 


The Third is that of Memon, 11] 
theſe Terms ; 1 


Menmon Phoroneo equalis lit- 
eras Aa pptias indenir. 


And 


gures, the firſt of which is that of 


Mercurius Triſmegiſins Theo!9- 
gus Agyptus farras litteras con- 
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And the Fourth is that of 7: 
Qucen of Ag 225 w yt this inferip- 


| tion; 


: The Regma AMgyptiarum littea 
rum inveutrix. 


On the Fourth Column are repre- 


ſented the following Figures; 1. That 
of Fhænix, wich theſe Words under 
neathz 


Phenix litteras Phenicibus Tra. 


Aud. 


2. That of Cadmus, his Broch, 


with this Inſcription ; 


Cadmus frater Phanicis lit Fer 4s 
ſexaecim in Græciam intulit. 


Which Letters are repreſented un- 
derneath, 3. That of Linus ©& 
Thebes. 


e 
Thebes, under which is this Inſcrip- 
tion; 


Linus Thebanus Gracarium lit- 
Ferarum inventor. 


4. That of Cecrops King of Athens, 


with theſe Words 


Cerrops primus Athenienſium Rex, 
Grecarum litterarum Auctor. 


It is reported that Palamedes in- 


vented four afterwards, and Simoni- 
des four more, which made four 


and twenty, the Number of Letters 


in the Greek Alphabet: But Pliny 
would perſuade us, that Arz/totle 
tad ſomewhere, in his Writings, 
declared that the ancient Grerians 
had but eighteen Letters, to which 
Ericharmus added two. 


The 
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The Fifth Column has the Images 


of Pythagoras, Epicharmus, S;- 


monides, and Palomedes, with In- 
ſcriptions intimating their great Abi- 
lities and Inventions. 

Necoſtratæ is repreſented upon the 


Sixth, with thelc Words; 


Nicoſtrata Carmenta litterarum 
Iatinarum mVentrix: 


And thoſe are there deſcribed to be 
AB; © OH. E, © KK L. M, 


„ 


Her Son 3 follows her 
with theſe Words; 


EFvander Carmentæ Aus, Abort- 


_ genes litteras aocuit. 


Then Bb the Corinth: 7 
an, with theſe. Words; 


He-. 


'EIP7=1 
Hetrurarum Litterarum Author. 


Then the Emperor Claudins, un- 
ger whom there is written, 


Claudius Imperator tres nova 
Liiteras aainvenit. 


But there is an P, at the Top, wich 
heſe Wor ds; 3 


Pelique due obliterate fimt 


However, mention is made of that 
Letter in Cicero, who lived before 
C/audins ; for which Reaſon, I am in 
ame Doubt whether he can juſtly 

de call'd the Inventor. 

The Seventh Column has the Fi- 
wire of St. John been with 
theſe Words underncath ; 


P: Lane: 
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Literarum Armentcarum inventcr. 


Then St. n. s with this In. 
ſcription; 


Liter arum Iliyricarum inventor. 


Afterwards that of Ulphias the 
Gorhic Biſhop, and underneath ; 


Gothorum Litteras adjnwenit. 


On the eighth Column there is the 


Image of 70 Chriſt, with theſ: 
Words ROGerUenth 5 


Jeſus Chi ious ns: Dofrine 
Author, 


Alter that, the Pope! 5 bergie un⸗ 
derneath ; 


Ghri/t; 
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Chriſti Vicarius. 


Then the Emperor's with theſe 
words; 


Eccleſiæ Defenſor. 


This Library has a vaſt Number 
of ſcarce and ancient Writings; a- 
mongſt others, two Copies of Vi- 
gil, of above a Thouſand Years old; 


they are upon Parchment, as is like» 


wiſe a Copy of Terence, wrote in 
the Time of Alexander Severus, and 


by his Command. It was once in 
the Poſſeſſion of Cardinal Bembo, 
and came afterwards into che Hands 


of Fulvius Urſinus; and was at laſt 
depoſited in the Vatican Library, in 
the ſame Place where we ſee the 
Acts of the Apoſtles in Gold Let- 
ters. This Manuſcript was bound 
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in a Cover adorned with Gold and 
precious Stones, When one of thr 


Queens of Cyprus gave It to Pope 


Alexander VIII. But the Soldiers 0! 


Charles V. ſtripped it of every thing 


that could be fold, upon their ſack. 
ing the City. As for the Manuſcript, 
it was but of little Eſteem in their 
Eyes. There is likewiſe a very an- 


cient Greek Bible; Petrarch's Epi. 
grams writ with his own Hand ; the 


Works of Thomas Aquinas, turned 
into Cree by one Demetrins C 
donius of Theſſalonica; a Copy of 


the Volume which the Perſzans have 


made of Lockman's Fables, whom 


M. Huet proves with great Erud!- 


tion, in his Original of Romances, 


to have been the ſame Perſon with 


A/op. Here are likewiſe the firſt 


Copies of Tacituss Works, which 


were not diſcover'd 'till the Pontifi- 
cate 
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cate of Leo X. to whoſe Liberali- 
ty the World is indebted for them; 
though the Emperot Tacitus took 
extraordinary Pains to prevent them 
from falling into Obſcurity, looking 
upon himſelf to be deſcended from 
the ſame Family. The firſt Step he 
took for that End, was to have Co- 
pies of them in all the Libraries of 
the Empire: But that was not enough 3 
for, to keep their Memory freſh, 
and to tempt People to read them, 
he order'd Ten Copies to be made 
every Year, and to be placed in the 
Libraries: But in ſpite of all thoſe 
Expedients, Tacitus was buried in 
Oblivion for ſeveral Ages, which, 
indeed, was the Fate of ſeveral other 
celebrated Authors, 
HhBeeſides the extraordinary Number 
of excellent Books which adorn the 
Vatican Library, it has above ten 
"> py - Thou ; 


ot 


161 J 

Thouſand Manuſcripts, of which 
Angelus de Rhocca has publiſhed a 
Catalogue, There are two fine Mar- 
ble Tables with two Inſcriptions in 
Gold Letters: In one of them there 
is a general Prohibition againſt ſteal- 
ing, or tearing any Book in the Li- 
brary, under Pain of Anathema, 
which 1s not to be taken off but by 
the Pope, The other contains the 
Subſtance of every thing that was 
tranſacted by Sixtus Quintus, in 
Favour of this famous Library. 
It is the Opinion of ſome, that 
Clement VIII. augmented it very 
much, as well with printed Books 
as Manuſcripts, through the Aſſiſt- 
ance and Care of Fuluius Urſinus ; 
that Paul V. enriched it with the 
Manuſcripts of Cardinal Alten, 
and a Part of the Palatine Library, 
and that Urban III. had order'd 2 
N 33 pet 
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great many Greek Books to be carri- 
ed from the Greek College at Rome, 
and to be depoſited in the Vatican 


Library, of which he made Leo Al. 


latus Librarian. 
There were ſeveral other 1 


Libraries at Rome, particularly that of 


the late Cardinal Francis Barberini, 
which has a great Number of Books 
and ſcarce Manuſcripts: The former 
are ſaid to amount to five and twenty 
Thouſand, and the latter to five Thou- 


ſand. There are like wiſc the Libraries 


of the Palace of Farneſe, St. Mary in 
Ara Cæli, St. Mary Minerva, the 
Auguſtines, the Fathers of the Ora- 
tory, the Jeſuites, the late Cardinal 


Montalto s, Cardinal Sforza, thoſe 


of the Churches of la Sapianga, 
la Chieſa Nova, San Iſidore, the 
Roman College, Prince Borgheſe, 

Prince Pamphilt, the Conſtable Co- 


lonna, 
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onna, and ſeveral other Princes, 


Grandees, Cardinals, religious Com. 
munities and others; ſome of Which 
are publick, 
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N 0 derable Library of Spain 
is that of the Eſcurial, in 
the Monaſtery of St. Lau 


rence, which Philip II. built in Ho. 


nour of that Saint, for the Victory 
he obtain'd at Sr. Quintin againſt 
the French on St. Lawrence's Day. 

The Library is in a Place that has 
a great many Beauties to amuſe the 


| Spectators, The Gate is of excellent 


Wotlk 


1 
Workmanſhip, and the Pavement of 
Marble. The Shelves, where the 
Books lie, make a {hining Figure, be- 
ing all painted with a Variety of 
Colours and Repreſentations, and all 
of Indian Wood. The Books are 
finely gilt; there are five Rows of 
Desks, one upon another; there the 
Books are kept, each Row is an hun- 
dred Feet in Length. There we ſee 
the Portraits of Charles V. Philip II. 
Philip III. and Philip IV. There 
are likewiſe ſeveral Globcs, one of 
which reprefents, with great Exact- 
neſs, the Courſe of the Stars, with 
regard to the ſevetal Poſitions of the 
Earth. There is a Multitude of Ma- 
nuſcripts in this Library; amongſt 
others, the Original of St. Auguſtine's 
Book upon Baptiſm: And indeed 
ſome are of Opinion that the Origt- 
aals of all his Works are there, 
Philip 
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E 
Philip II. having purchaſed them 
from the Perſon to whoſe Lot they 
fell in the Plunder of the Library 
of Mule) Cydam, King of Fez ant 
Morocco, where the Spaniards took 
the Fortreſs of Carache, where the 
Library then was. This we atiirm. 
upon the Veracity of Peter Dai, 
in his Genealogy of the Kings 0! 
Morocco, where he fays, This L. 
brary contain'd above four Thouſand 
Arabic Volumes, upon various Sub- 
jects, which were carried to Pgr;- 
to be fold; but the People ther- 
having no Taſte for that Language 
they were afterwards tranſported 
Madrid, where Philip II. purchaſes | 
them for his Library at the Eſcurial. 
Some indeed are very poſitive, therc 
were ſeven Thouſand Volumes, all. 
Arabic: But there is Reaſon to ca 
that in queſtion. However, a cer- 
tain 
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tain Author reports, that Charles V. 


was offer'd fifty Thouſand Crowns 
for all the Books of his Library,where 


is to be feen, amongſt ſeveral other 
Cuxioſities, Jeruſalein repreſented 


upon Wood, wich great Juſtneſs, as 
it was in our Saviour's Time: As 
alſo the Portrait of Don John of 
AW, who deltroy'd the Turkiſh 

leet at Lepanto. 

There are in this Library near 
three Thouſand Arabic Manuſcripts, 
ot which Hottinger has given us a 
Catalogue. 


There i is likewiſe a great Quanti- 


ty of Greek and Latin Manuſcripts. 

in a Word, it is one of the moſt 
tamous Libraries in the World. 

Some tell us, it Was augmented 


with thoſe of Cardinal Sirlet, an 


Archbiſhop of Saragoſſa, and a Spa- 
niſh Ernbaſſador, by which it is ye- 
| ry 
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ry much improv'd : But Lightening 
caus'd by Thunder, conſum'd the 
greateſt part of It, about the Ycar 
1670. ETD 
There was, formerly, a very m2g- 


nificent Library in the City of Cor. 


auba, founded by the Moors, with 4 
famous Academy, where all the Sci- 
ences were taught in Arabic: It was 


plunder'd by the Spaniarde, when 


Ferdinando chaſed the Moors out 
of Spain, where they reigned above 


ſix Hundred Years. 


Ferdinando Columbus, Son td 


Chriſtopher Columbus, who firit di 


cover d America, founded a ver y 


conſiderable Library, through th 


Aſſiſtance and Care of the eclebr:. 
ted Clenard. 1 
Ferdinando Nonius, who is © 
ported to have been the firſt char 
taught Greek in Spain, founded 1 
large 
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large and curious Library, in which 
were a great Number of Greek Ma- 
nuſcripts, purchaſed at a dear rate 
in Italy; whence he went to Hain, 
and taught Greek and Latin at Al. 
cala de Hleneres, and afterwards at 
Salamanca, and left his Library to 
the Univerſity of that City. 

Hain may juſtly boaſt of the 
Great and Magnificent Library of 
Cardinal Ximenes, at Alcala, men- 
tion d before; where he likewiſe 
founded an Univerſity that is become 
very famous amongſt the Learned: 
The World is indebted to the Care 
and Munificence of that extraordi- 
nary Perſon, for the Verſion of the 
Bible known by the Name of the 
Complutenſian. 
To conclude this Chapter of the 
Spaniſh Libraries, there are ſeveral 
private Perſons in that Country, Who 


2 have 
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have follow'd the Example of that 
famous Cardinal, in creQting fine 
Libraries, as Arias Montanas, 
Antonius Auguſiuns the learned 
Archbiſhop of Tarragoua, Michae! 
Thoma ſius and others. 


CHAP. XIII. 
Of the L1BRARIES of China. 
J is very certain, that thc 
Sciences are cultivated e- 


N 1175 very where, though not 
mee with the ſame A ſſiduity 


or Manner, every Nation purſuins 


their own Plan: But there is none 
where Learning is more cheriſhed 
than in China; nor can it be other 
wiſe, when we conſider that no Per- 

| fon 
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ſon can be promoted to any Em- 
ployments, either Civil or Military, 
without a profound Skill in the Sci- 
ences : $9 that the People are obli- 
ged to be very diligent in their Stu- 
dies, if they propoſe to make any 
Figure in the World: But it is not 
enough to have the Reputation of 
being learned in that Country ; for 
every one that is a Candidate for any 
Dignity or Honours, muſt undergo 
three ſevere Examinations anſwerable 
to our three Degrees of Batchelor, 
Licentiate, and Doctor. 

That being the Conſtitution of 
China, it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, then, that the Chineſe Alpha- 
bet is ſo form'd as to give much 
more Occaſion for Writing than 
Speaking; for it contains a very 
great Number of Letters, that is, 
almoſt as many Characters, or Fi- 


Q 2 gures, 


C292 3 


Zures, as there are things in the 


World, after the manner of the E- 
gtiaus; and in regard the Pronun- 


_ ciation of each Letter differs in all 


the Provinces of that vaſt Empire, 


the People ſeldom underſtand one 


another; for which Reaſon they 
have recourſe to Writing, in order 
to be underſtood, the Characters be- 
ing every where the ſame. Beſidcs, 
as they hate Aſſemblies, and conſe- 
quently all forts of publick Diſcour- 


ſes, as Harangues, Panegyricks, Fu- 


neral Orations, and other Pieces of 
Eloquence, which are proper for a 
great Concourſe of People; and as 
all Aſſemblies are prohibited, it 1s 
natural to think they are the more 
induſtrious in improving the Elo- 
quence of Writing, if we may be 
allow'd the Expreſſion, as that ol 
(peaking in Publick can be of no Uſc 
EY to 


173 J —— 
to them, for the Reaſon I have now i 
| mention'd : And what may confirm : 
us in this is, that Printing was in uſe | 


amongſt the Chineſe, many Ages be- 1 
fore we had any Knowledge of it in =. 
Europe : Hence will ariſe theſe three 
Inferences; Firſt, that there muſt be 
an infinite Number of Books and 
Writings in China, and, conſequent- 
iy, that People of Condition muſt 
have made large Collections, 1 
Accordingly, Hiſtorians relate, 
that about two Hundred Years be- 
ore the Incarnation, Chingius, or 
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Vus, King of China, order'd all the id 
Books in the Kingdom (of which is! 
there was almoſt an infinite Number) Fl 


to be burnt, except thoſe treating of 
Phyſick, Agriculture, and Augury 3 
imagining that he could by that Step, 
extinguiſh the Remembrance of all 
thoſe who were before him, and con- 


Q 3 ſequently 
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ſequently, that Poſterity would have 
no other Subject of Diſcourſe but 


himſelf. | 
His Commands were not, how- 


ever, ſo ſtrictly purſued, but that the 


Works of Mentins, Confucius, ge- 


nerally called the Socrates of Ching, 


and ſeveral others, were preſerv'd 
by the Management of a Woman 
Who paſted the Leaves of cach Book 


upon Walls, where they continued 


till after that Tyrant's Death. 
Tis for this Reaſon, that thoſc 


Works are eſteem'd the moſt anci- 


ent of China, eſpecially Confucius's, 
for whom the People have a fingular 
Veneration. He left nine Books, 
which are, as it were, the Fountain 


or Source of moſt of thoſe that 
have ſince appear'd in Chma, Whic!:! 
were ſo numerous, that a Nobleman 
of that Country (according to the Re- 


pont 


reer 
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port of P. Trigault) who was con- 
verted to Chriſtianity, employ'd no 
| leſs than four Days in burning his 
Books, that he might have nothing 
in his Poſſeſlion that ſayour'd of the 
_ Chineſe Superſtition. 
S9iSelins, in his Book De re 
Litteraria Finenſium, tells us, there 
is a Library upon the Mountain call d 
Lingumen, of above thirty Thou- 
ſand Volumes, all compoted by Chz- 
neſe Authors, and not many leſs in 
the Temple of Yenchung, near r the 
Royal School. 

Martin de Hereda aſſures us, he 
faw very great Libraries in the Pro- 
vince of Ochiam, and that he pur- 
chaſed many of them, which he 
{ent to Europe, and that he would 
have purchaſed a greater Number, 
had he not been prevented by the 
Governor of the Province, who did 
not 


> þ , 18 
not think it expedient to ſuffer the 
Chineſe Learning to pals to ſtrange 
Countries, leſt the Secrets of the 


Empire ſhould thereby happen to be 


revealed, 
There are a great many fine Li- 
braries in Japan; for we are in- 


form'd, by various Relations, that 


89 40 a magnificent Temple in the 
City of Narad, which is dedicated 
to Xaca, the Sage, the Prophet and 


Legiſlator of the Country; near 


which Temple the Benzes, or Prieſts, 


have their Apartments, one of which 


is ſupported by 24 Columns, and 
contains a Library ſo crowded with 


Books from top to bottom, that they 


ſerve for Shutters to the Windows, 


CHAP. 


CH AE AI; 
O the ee I. BRARI ES. 


N UT all chis! is very incon- 
5 125 ſiderable, when it is pla- 
cee in oppoſition to the 
Library which is report- 

ed to be depoſited in the Monaſte- 
ry of the Holy Croſs upon Mount 
Amara in Ethiopia, | 
Hiſtory informs us, that i 
Brieus and Lawrence of Cremona, 
were ſent by Gregory XIII. into that 
Kingdom, to ſee that famous Col- 
lection, which is divided into three 
Parts, containing together ten Mil- 
lions and an hundred Thouſand Vo- 
tumes, all wrote upon fine Parch- 
ment, 


>& 
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ment, and kept in filk Caſes. We 
are told beſides, that it owes its Ori. 
gina] to the Queen of Sheba, who 
viſited Solomon, from whom ſhe re. 
ceived a Preſent of a great many 
Books, particularly thoſe of Enoc/; 
upon the Elements, and other Phi- 
Foſophical Subjects, with thoſe of 
Noah, upon Mathematical Topicks 
and facred Rites, and thoſe which 
Abraham compoſed in the Valley of 
Memra, where he taught Philoſo- 
phy to thoſe wo aſſiſted him in con 
queripg the Five Kings who had ta- 
ken his Nephew Lot Priſoner, and 
likewiſe thoſe of Zeb and others, 
which ſome aſſure us, are to be ſeen 
in that Library with the Books of 
Eſdras, the Sybils, the Prophets, 
and the High Prieſts of the Yew: 
beſides ſuch as are ſuppoſed to 

1 e have 
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have been wrote by that Queen and 
her Son Memilech, whom lhe is re- 
ported to have had by Solomon. 

But to me the whole ſeems incre- 


dible, though we have no leſs Au- 


thority for it than that of Kircher. 
All that can be athrm'd of the Ethy- 


_ opians is, that they have but little 


Regard for prophane Learning; and, 
conſequently, that they have but 
few Greek or Latin Books that treat 
of Philoſophical or Hiſtorical Sub- 


jects; for they apply themſelves en- 
tirely to ſacred Literature, which 


was firſt extracted from Greek Books, 
that were afterwards tranſlated into 
their own Language. They are Schi- 


maticks and Followers of Eutyches 


and Neoſtorius. 


We can ſay much leſs of the pre- 


dent Generation of Arabians, tor 


they 


ö 
1 
1 
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cultivate neither ſacred nor prophane 
0 Learning; but in former Ages, cha! 
is, about the tenth Century no Peg. 
ple in the World were more induſtil 
ous in promoting Letters, eſpecially 
[18 in the Reign of Almanzor: For 
at that Time, or ſoon afterward, 
there was a great Number of excel 
lent Scholars in Arabia: Among! 
others, the famous Avicen, who! 
the Academies of Spain have take 
for a King of Granada, and why) 
_ order d all the Books concerning thc 
Doctrine of the Arabians, to be di 
geſted and compiled under his Name, 
as Zuſtinian did with thoſe of the 
Roman Laws. Averroes, Who pail:s 
with ſome Authors for the Genius 
10 of Ariſtotle, and whoſe Doctrine 
has been admired even by Demos, 


Wt | 
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 Albumazar, Albategnins, Atphra- 


ganus, all celebrated Attronomers z 


to the firſt is attributed the Inventi- 


on of the great Conjun&tions. Ge- 
| ber, who is ſuppoſed to have firſt 


diſcover'd the Errors and Miſtakes 
of the * Atareſt, Alpharabins, 


Naſis, and ſeveral others, of whom 


we are told Things ſcarcely credible; 
but this muſt be ailow'd, that their 


Works have been highly uſeful to 


he Commonwealth of Learning. 
It is certain that Ignorance had 


taken Poſſeſſion of Arabia before 
Mahomets Time, anc after his 


Death, there appeared ſuddenly a 


prodigious Number of Commenta- 


rics and Writings (all different) up- 
on the Books and Actions of that 


_ falſe Prophet. 


A Fook ſo called, wrote by Ptolom-y. 
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The Prince who then govern'd the 
Mahometans, obſerving ſuch a Num- 


ber of jarring Opinions and Sent!- 


ments upon the ſame Subject, com- 
manded all the A/phagres,or Dottois | 
of the Law, to meet at Damaſcrs, 
in order to examine what was fit © 
be ſuppreſs'd, and what to be pr. 
ſerv'd. 
The Doctors being aſſembled, and 
the Books laid before them being ſo 
numerous, that no leſs than two 


Hundred Mules were employ'd in 


the Carriage, it was thought proper 


to ſelect ſix Doctors out of the Who! 
Number, who afterwards compoſed 


the Zuna ; that is, the Book of the 
Actions and Words of Mahomer. 


After this, the King eſtabliſhed 


5 that Book as the Rule of Faith a- 


mongſt them, and commanded all the 
1 reſi 
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reſt ſhould be thrown into the River, 
which was accordingly executed. 


But the Caliph Almamon was the 


firſt who introduced the Sciences a- 
mongſt the Arabians To effect 


which he gave out, that he had ſeen 


2 Phantom in a Dream, under the 


Figure or Appearance of Ariftotle, 


who had order'd him to ſend to 
_ Greece, and to the Latins, to ſearch 
after Books as much as poſſible, in 
order to learn Wiſdom; that is, the 
Knowledge of Things Divine and 
Human, of which the ancient Gre- 
ciaus were ſuch eminent Maſters. 


Almamon was very exact in ob- 
ſerving thoſe Directions; for after he 
had vanquiſhed Michael III. Empe— 
ror of Conſtantinople, in Battle, and 
compell'd him to ſubmit to hard 


Terms of Peace, he inſiſted that he 


KH {ſhould 
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ſhould have Liberty to take what 
Books he thought proper, in all Parts 
of the Empire, and to ſend them to 
his own Country. 

Accordingly, the Caliph employ'd 
proper Perſons for that End, who 
brought home a great Number of 
Books, and tranſlated them into A. 


rabic. 


King Mangor was not leſs aſſidu- 
ous in cultivating Letters in Arabia, 


to which we muſt attribute the great 
Number of learned Perſons in his 


Reign, who have left us many Works 
of Erudition. 


That Great Prince fou Nan 


and Publick Libraries at Morrocco, 


where the Arabians boaſt is the firſt 


Copy of the Fuſtinian Code. 


We are inform'd by Eupennas, that 


the Library of Fez conſiſts of thirty- 


two 


E 

two Thouſand Volumes; and ſome 
athrm that all the Books of Livy 
are in the ſame Place, with thoſe 
of Pappus of Alexandria, the great 
Mathematician, thoſe of Z{zypocra- 
tes, Galen, and ſevetal other cele- 
brated Authors, whoſe Works arc 
not handed to us entire. 


According to the Relation of ſome 
Travellers, there is, at Gaza, another 


famous Library of ancient Books, 
in moſt of which arc the Figures of 
Animals, and Cyphers, after the man- 
ner of the Eg yptians, which makes 


it preſumed that they are ſome Re- 


mains of the Alexandrian Library. 


There is a Library at Damaſcus, 
where Francis Roſa of Ravenna, 
found the myſtical Philoſophy of 


Ariſtotle in Arabic, which he at- 
terwards publiſhed. 


3  Audrew | 
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Andrew Montgay the Phyſician 


travell'd to the ſame Place with no 
other View than to correct ſuch ot 


Avicen's Books, as arc come to our 
Hands, from the Copies which are 
reported to be in that Library, 1 
have read ſome where, that in the 


Year 1610, a Native of Marſeilles 
had carried the King of Morocco's 


Library of 8000 Volumes to the then 
King of Spain; butl believe it was 
that of Muley Cydam, Which We 
mention d before. 


CHAP 


CHAP. XV. 


Of the Mahometan and Chriſtian 
L1BRARIES i Turkey. 


ERF are three Libraries 
at Constantinople. The 
firſt is that of Conftantime 
the Great; ar leaſt, it is 
cappoled to be ſo: There we ſee a 
great many Manuſcripts upon Parch- 
ment, amongſt the reſt, the Old 
and New Teſtament, embelliſh'd with _ 
Gold and precious Stones, in the an- 
tique Taſte. 
The ſecond is for the Uſe of all 
Ranks of People without Diſtinction. 
The third, which 1s at a ſmall Di- 
ſtance from che Cabinet of the Su. 
tant, 
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tans, is full of ſcarce Volumes, tine- 
ly embelliſh'd, and fo, by way of 
Excellence, it is call d The Ottoman 
Library. 

If we may believe Baudlier, there 
are in that Library one Hundred and 
twenty Books of Conſtantine s, of pro. 
digious Bigneſs, being above ſix Fcet 
in Breadth and two in Length. He 
tells us beſides, that the Leaves ate 
of Parchment, and fo artfully dreſs'd 
that they ſeem to be rather Silk than 
Skins; that moſt of them are wrote 
in Gold Letters, particularly the Old 
and New Teſtament, and their Bind- 
ing is gilt, after the Manner of the 
Ancients, and enriched with preci- 
ous Stones, adding that the Sultans 
ſer ſo high a Value upon theſe Books, 
that no one is ſuffer d even to touch 


| them : For the Truth of which I re- 
fe. 
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fer my ſelt to the Author's Veraci- 
ty: And, indeed, there ſeems to be 
nothing extravagant in che Relation: 
But this is certain, that Peter de la 
Valla, a Gentleman of Nome, af- 
firms in the firſt Part of his Itinera- 
7y, that all the Works of [zvy are 
in that Library, and that the French 
Ambaſſador and himſelf had mana- 
ged the Librarian ſo dextrouſly, that 
he agreed to ſell them for 10,000 
Crowns ; but their Endeavours had 


no Effect, for Livy could not be 


found, though they were in ſearch 
of him for ſeveral Months, 

He tells us likewiſe, that the late 
Grand Duke of Tuſcany had after- 
wards offer'd five Thouſand Pieces 
of Eight for Livy ; but a Fire broke 
out unfortunately in the Heraglio, 
in 1665, Which conſumed a great 

part 
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part of the Palace, and almoſt the 
whole Library; ſo that if Zzvy was 


really there, we have room to ap- 


prehend he had the fame Fate with 
a great many other cclebrated Au- 


thors, who periſhed in the ſame 
Flames, to the great Detriment of 


Learning. 


There was in ancient Times, 2 


very fine Library at the City of Ar- 
douil in Perſia, which was the Re- 


ſidence of the Magi, according to 
the Report of Olearius, in his 111. 


merary. 


La Boulay le Gout informs us, 
that the People of Sabea make utc 
of no more than three Books; that 


is, the Book of Adam, that of thc 


Divan, and the Alcoran ; and a ccr- 
tain Jetuite tells us, hc had leen 4a 
ſumptuous Library at A/zzers, ot 

d which 


| 
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which the Dey ſhew'd him fevyeral 
Volumes, and amongſt the reft, a 
Thomas a Kempis, of the Imitation 
of Chriſt, tranſlated into the Turks 
2h Language, telling him at the fame 
time, that he eſteemed it more than 
all the Books of his Religion. But 
the Dey had formerly been a Chri- 
ſtian. This is all I have been able 
to collect concerning the Libraries 
of the Mahometans and Arabian. 
There is no room to doubt, but there 
were ſeveral) Authors amongſt them, 
who either compoſed, or tranflated 
Books out of Greet, Latin, or He- 
brew, or ſome other Language, into 
Arabic. They had ſeveral Schools, 
as well in Aſia as in Africa, and, 
no doubt, the Profeſlors were Men 
of Letters. 


Ce- 
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Clenard informs us in the firſt 
Book of his Epiſtles, that he found 


in their Country, a Book of Goſpels 


writ in Arabic, which had been 
tranſlated into that Language above 
ſix Hundred Years. He fays like- 
wiſe, that he had ſeen another tran- 


ſlated into Arabic, containing the 


ſame things we ſee in the ancient 
Greek Copies, which Eraſmus fol- 
low'd and corrected. They likewilc 
_ tranſlated ſome Writings of Thomas 
Aquinas, with the Plalms of Da- 


vid, which they ſingin their Moſques, | 


for Mahomet recommended them 
very much: But they are ill tran- 
ſlated ; and as to the Books treating 
of the Arts and Sciences, there arc 
ſcarcely any Footſteps of them to be 
ſeen, for they make no uſe of them 
now, amongſt the Mahometans : 
but if there are any ſuch, they muſt 


be 
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be People of a tranſcendent Genius, 


endued with a large Fund of natural 


Parts, and who conſequently know- 
ing the Value of ſuch Books, read 
and keep them as ſo many Jewels. 


But it is very certain, that Igno- 


rance is not more predominant, at 
this Time, amongſt te Mahometan 
Nations, than it is amongſt the Greek 


Chriſtians, where the Religious Or- 
ders, and even the Secular Prieſts, | 
ſeldom have any further Extent of 

Learning than to ſay their Breviary, 


They are Strangers to the ancient 


Greek, though it was the Language 


of their Fathers, and they are en- 


join'd by their Biſhops from read- 
ing any of the ancient Pagan Au- 
thors, as if it had been a Crime a- 
mongſt them to be learned: So that 
they have no Men of Letters, or ſo 


few at leaſt, that it is not worth 
— Time 
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Time to ſay any thing of them, 


their whole Knowledge being limited 


to the Study of the Acts of the Sc- 
ven Synods of Greece, with the 


Works of St. Baſal, St. Chryſoſtom, 


and St. John Damaſcenus; nor are 


there many who proceed even ſo far, 


ſo much have Ignorance and Sloth 
poſſeſsd that Nation. They have, 
however, Libraries every where, but 


they conf {| of Manulcripts only, 


Printing not being in uſe amongſt 


them. They have a Library at Mount 


Athos, and many others, in which 
there is a prodigious Number of 
Manuſcripts, but few printed Books. 


A certain Traveller who had been a 


Commander of a French Ship of 
War aflures us, he ſaw the Ruines of 


a City call'd Periſbori, at the Foot 
of that Mountain, near which the 


Turks have a Fortreſs, and that the 
Place 
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Place is inhabited by Greeks, who 
have there a Church, and that the 
Part of it which is behind the Al- 
rar, is filled with Manuſcripts, heap'd 
upon one another, without any Or- 
der or Regularity, 

We mult obſerve, that thoſe Li- 
braries are often viſited by the La- 
tins, who, from Time to Time, 
purchaſe Manuſcripts at extravagant 
Prices. 

It has been reported with great 
Aſſurance, that St. Auguſtines Works 
were in a certain Library in the Iſland 
of Rhodes, and chat Planudes had 


carried them from thence {ome Years 


before the taking of Conſtantinople 
by the Infidels. 


But thoſe, who would be ſo curi- 
ous as to know the Manuſcripts 
brought to France, Italy and G er- 
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auduy, with thoſe {till remaining at 
Conſtantinople, in the Hands of pri- 


vate Perſons, and in the Iſle of Par- 


Ms, and other Iſlands of the Archie- 


pelago, in the Monaſtery of St. Ba- 
d, at Caſa, formerly called Theo- 


dofra in Crim Tartary, and ſeveral 
other Places in the Turkiſh Domini- 
ons, muſt peruſe that excellent Trea- 
tiſe of Father Poſſevins, called Ap. 


paratus Sacer, Where the Reader 


will be agreeably entertained with 


an Account of thoſe Manuſcripts : 


But as Printing is now allow'd a- 
mongſt the Turks, we have Reaſon 
to believe that their Manuſcripts will 
in Time be communicated to the 
learned World; and ſome have been 
purchaſed already by the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Paris. 


There 
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There were, indeed, a great 
Number of Books and Manuſcripts 
deſtroyed by the Tartars, in the ſe- 
ſuites College at Baccieſaray, in 
the Crim, when the Ruſſians invaded 
that Country in 1737. So that they 
ſcem to have the ſame Spleen to 
Letters with the old Gothe, and 
other barbarous Nations of the 

North. 


8 Gene 


r 


. 2 — % RY * r * 
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' General Reflections upon the 

Choice of Books, and the 
Method of furniſhing L 1- 

BRARIES arid CABINETS, 
thing can be more lau- 
NJ dable than forming Libra- 
ries, When the Founders 
have no other View than 
to improve themſelves and Men of 
Letters: But it will be neceſſary, in 
the firſt Place, to give ſome Directi- 
ons, Which will be of great Import- 
ance towards effecting the Deſign, as 
e „ Well 
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well with regard to the Choice of 
Books as the Manner of placing them 
to Advantage: Nor is it ſufficient, 


in this Caſe, to be learned, ſince he 
who would have a Collection wor- 


thy of the Name of a Library, muſt, 
ot all things, have a thorough Know- 
ledge of books that he may diſtin- 


guiſh ſuch as are valuable from the 


trikling: He muſt likewiſe under- 
ſtand the Price of Books, otherwiſe 
he may purchaſe ſome at roo high a 
Rate, and undervalue others: All 
which requires no imall Judgment 
and Experience. 


Let us ſuppoſe then the Founder 


poſleſs d of all thoſe Qualifications, 


thcte things fall next under Conſi- 
deration. 


Firſt, the Wacken of 5000 Se- 
condly, their ene, and, Laſtly 
the 
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the Order in which they ought to be 
ranged. 

As to che Quantity, Regard muſt 
be had, as well to Places as to Per- 
ſons; for ſhould a Man of a mode- 
rate Fortune propoſe to have a Li- 
brary for his own Uſe only, it would 
be imprudent in him to embarraſs 
his Affairs in order to effect it. Under 
ſuch Circumſtances he muſt rather 
conſider the L ſefulneſ than the Num- 
ber of Books; for which we have 
the Authority of Seneca, who tells 
us, that a multitude of Books is more 
burthenſome than inſtructive to the 
- Underſtanding. 

But if a private Perſon has kinky 
enough for founding a Library, a 
well for his own Ule as for the Fab- 
lick, he ought to furniſh it with the 
moſt uſeful Volumes in all Arts and 
Sciences, and procure ſuch as are 
ſcarceſt 


0 

ſcarceit and moſt valuable, from all 
Parts, that the Learned, of whom 
there are ſo many Claſſes, may in- 
ſtruct themſelves in what may be 


uſeful to them, and may gratity their 


Enquiries. 
But as the Condition and Abili- 
tics of ſuch as would form Librarics 
are to be diſtinguiſhed, fo Regard 
mult likewiſe be had to Places; ſor 


it is very difficult to procure, or col- 


let Books in ſome Countries, with- 


out incredible Expence ; a Deſign of 


that kind would be impraQticable in 


America, Africa, and ſome Parts of 


Aſia : So that nothing can be deter- 


mined as to the Number of Books, 
that depending entirely upon a 


Variety of Circumſtances, and the 
Means of procuring them, as has 
been obſery' 0 before. 


As 
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As to the Second Topic, ſpecial 


Care muſt be taken in the Choice of 


Books ; for upon that alone depends 

the Value of a Library. We muſt 
not form a Judgment of Books ei- 
ther by their Bulk, or Numbers, but 
by their intrinſic Merit and Uſcful- 


fulneſs. Alexander Severns's Li- 


brary conſiſted of no more than four 
Volumes; that is, the Works of 
Plato, Cicero, Virgil, and Horace. 
Melanchton ſeems to have imitated 
that Prince; for his Collection a- 


mounted to four Books only, Pla- 


to, Pliny, Plutarch, and Ptolomey. 
There is another neceſſary Leſſon 
for thoſe who form Deſigns of ma- 
king Libraries; that is, that they 
muſt diſengage themſelves from all 
Prejudices with regard either to an- 
cient or modern Books; for ſuch a 


wrong Step often precipitates the 
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Juden ment, without Scrutiny or Ex- 
amination; as if Truth and Know- 
ledge were confined to any particu- 
lar Times or Places: The Ancient: 
and Moderns ſhould be placed in 
Collections, indifferently, provided 
they have thoſe Characters we hinted 
before. 
Let us now proceed to the Third 
Head, the Manner of placing Books 
in ſuch Order, as that they may be 
reſorted to upon any Emergency, 
without Difficulty, otherwiſe they 
can produce but little Advantage ei- 
ther to the Owners, or others, 
The natural Method of placing 
Books and Manuſcripts, is to range 
them in ſeparate Claſſes, or Apart- 
ments, according to the Science, Art, 
or Subject, of which they treat. 
Here it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that as ſeveral Authors have 
treated 
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treated of various Subjects, may 
be difficult to place them under any 
particular Claſs; Plutarch, for In- 


ſtance, who was an Hiſtorian, a po- 
litical Writer, and a Philoſopher. 


The moſt adviſcable Method then is, 
to range them under the Head of 


miſcellaneous Authors, with proper 


References to each Subject : But this 
will be more intelligible by an Ex- 


ample. 


the Names of the celebrated Hiſto- 


rians of the Ancients; nothing more 

is neceſſary than to inſpect the Claſs | 
under which the Hiſtorians are pla- 
ced, and ſo of other Faculties. By. 


Suppole, then, we would know * 


this Management, one Set of miſcel. 
laneous Authors will be ſufficient, . 


and may be reſorted to with. as much : 
Eaſe and Expedition as thoſe who have 


confined themſelves to one Subject, 
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In the Choice of Books Regard 
muſt be had to the Edition, Character, 
Paper, and Binding, 
As to the Price, it is difficult co 
give any poſitive Directions; that of 


ordinary Works is eaſily known; 


but as to ſuch as are very ſcarce ana 


curious, We can only obſerve, that 


their Price is as ancertain as that of 


Medals, or other Monuments of An- 


tiquiry, and often depends more up- 
on the Caprice of the Buyer, than 
the intrinſic Merit of the Work; 
{ome piquing themſelves upon the 
Poſſeſſion of Things, from no other 
Conſideration chan their exorbitant 
Price. 1 
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